
Chapel Hill Garden Club Board Meeting, November 7, 2017
Present: Jane Lamm, Mary Arnold, Debbie DiSabatino Sarah Kingan, Sarah Laish, Louise 
Law, Ruth Little, Anne Montgomery, Gail Norwood, Joan O’Brien, Bonnie Olbrich, Sue 
Tiedeman, Amanda Watlington, Debbie West.

Minutes of the May Meeting: President Jane Lamm called the meeting to order at 
10 a.m. Sarah Laish moved and Amanda Watlington seconded approval of the minutes of 
the October 2017 BOD meeting. The motion passed unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report: Joan O’Brien passed out a report that stated that the club’s 
bank balance was $15,606.96 in September and $15,293.17 in October. She reported 
$80 in income and $393.79 in expenses for October 2017. 

Committee Reports

Corresponding Secretary: Bonnie Olbrich reported that she sent a get-well card 
to Maggie Conger, and thank you cards to BJ Vogel and Margaret Pender (for the lovely 
New Members’ lunch and floral arrangements). 

Membership/Hospitality: Jane Lamm thanked Debbie Di Sabatino and Sarah Laish 
for their work on the wonderful New Members lunch, which was beautifully hosted by 
BJ Vogel. Debbie West reported that 24 new members were invited and 7 attended. 
Members received a Social Media tutorial from Daphne McLeod on BJ Vogel’s TV. Debbie 
West made the suggestion that new members have a club “mentor,” an idea that was 
warmly received. 

Holiday Tea: Debbie Di Sabatino discussed plans for the Holiday Tea, including that 
members will need to RSVP and that we should carpool because of Governor’s Club’s 
security procedures. We need a 98” tablecloth for the event. There will be a punchbowl 
full of “Poinsettias” (Prosecco and cranberry juice) and hot Lady Gray tea. Some Board 
Members requested that green tea be served also, and that will happen. Amanda 
Watlington, Anne Montgomery, and Jane Lamm offered their tea sets for the event. 

Hospitality - General Meetings: Jane Lamm commended Susan DeBartolo for 
making and bringing the coffee. She told BOD Members that the club has been advised 
that we need to pick up all trash before we leave meeting rooms at the NCBG. 

Club History: Jane Lamm thanked Gail Norwood for her work on the Club’s history. 
Members said how great it is to have an accurate history. Gail Norwood pointed out 
that Jane Lamm designed the cover and put the history together.

Membership: Debbie West reported on new members. 2017-2018 New Members are: 

2-2017 

Chris Smith

Zita Dauler     
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5-7 2017 

Susan Jewett

 Kathy Mason

 Linda Patchett

 Ariana Mangum

 Bonnie Milam

8-9/2017 

Pat Van Olinda 

 531 Wildwood Dr., CH, NC 27516 

patvano@verizon.net

774-454-8209 c 703-969-3424 h

Caroline Lloyd

368 Beacon Ridge Blvd, CH, NC 27516 

lloyd503306@bellsouth.net

919-869-7308

Melissa Mahaney 

105 Millbrae Ln, CH, NC 27514 

melissamahaney@me.com

303-478-2317

Lynn Lang 

Box 16607, CH, NC 27516 

lzlinchill@alumni.virginia.edu

703-969-3424

Una Thomson 

5409 Environ Way, CH, NC 27517 
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una.leiperthomson@gmail.com

203-482-2377

Sandi Schroeder

10734 Governors Drive

Chapel Hill, NC 27517

normderson@aol.com

908-347-4412

Lorraine Tuck

5206 Hawes Road

Hillsborough, NC 27278

Hawesrd5206@gmail.com

919-971-3222 c 919- 942-1897 h

Becky Eastham

6211 Moores Creek Drive

Summerfield, NC 27358

Eastham.becky@icloud.com

503-349-4380 c 336-441-8835 h

November 2017 Program: Jane Lamm, Ruth Little, and Mary Knierim are 
organizing the flower arranging program for the November 2017 meeting. So far 41 
people are signed up. Jane Lamm will resend the email to solicit even more participation 
from members. The event addresses survey requests for more member interaction.

Programs: Jane Lamm commended Anna Berry and Ruth Little for the great program 
about bulbs by Clay Carter at the October General Meeting. 

Community Service: Sue Tiedeman reported that Sarah Kingan has taken over the 
Downtown planted and that it looks great. Sarah Kingan mentioned that Chris Williams 
has been very helpful. Anna DeConti continues to work with Habitat. There is a cleanup 
and planting event at the Stratford on Friday, November 10, 2017. Gail Norwood 
mentioned that if it’s no longer wanted as a result of Chip Calloway’s garden redesign 
that the Club should retrieve its statue of the parent and child that was donated to 
Ronald McDonald House, at the cost of $1,000. 
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Social Media: Jane Lamm reminded members to tweet. 

Newsletter: Jane Lamm informed members that the deadline is November 15, 2017.

Awards: Jane Lamm reported the good news that our Club won the District Yearbook 
Award and that it is going to State for judging. Jane Lamm commended Jennifer Schmidt 
for the great job she is doing.

Unfinished Business – Constitution and By-Laws: Jane Lamm reported that 
the membership approved the changes to the Club’s Constitution and By-Laws. She 
commended Anne Montgomery for her deft work on this lengthy project. The Club’s By-
Laws now read:

CHAPEL HILL GARDEN CLUB
BYLAWS  

Revised April 2017

Article I – Membership Define
Section 1. Membership in the Chapel Hill Garden Club is open to anyone.  The 
membership year is from January 1 to December 31.  Membership renewal dues 
are $45.00 payable by February 28th.  New members may join at any time.  New 
member dues are:  January through August $45.00, September through 
December $20.00.

Section 2. Any member failing to pay annual dues by March 31 shall be dropped 
from the membership list.

Section 3.  Life Member: An honorary Life Member is one who is awarded special 
recognition by the Club and whose dues are paid annually for life by the Club.

Article II – Nomination, Election, and Term of Office
Section 1. The Nominating Committee shall appoint a Nominating Committee of 
four to succeed itself. The term of service is for one year. 
Section 2. The Nominating Committee shall present a slate of officers at the 
February meeting. Nominations may also be made from the floor.  The consent of 
each nominee must be secured before his/her name is presented.
Section 3.  The elections shall be at the March meeting.
Section 4. The terms of office shall be one year.  Officers may be reelected but 
may not serve more than three consecutive years in the office to which they were 
originally elected. No one may remain on the Executive Committee for more than 
six consecutive years.
Section 5.  Officers elected in March shall assume their duties following their 
installation at the May meeting.
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Article III – Duties of Officers
Section 1.  The President shall preside at meetings of the Club and the Board of 
Directors. The President shall be an ex-officio member of all committees except 
the Nominating Committee and shall fill vacancies occurring in office with the 
approval of the Board of Directors.
Section 2.  The First Vice-President shall perform all the duties of the President in 
the absence of the latter and shall assist the President in her duties.
Section 3.  The Second Vice-President shall be Program Chairman and assist in 
the fundamental operation of the meetings.
Section 4.  The Recording Secretary shall keep records of all General meetings 
of the Club and the Board of Directors.
Section 5.  The Corresponding Secretary shall conduct the correspondence of 
the Club.
Section 6.  The Treasurer shall collect dues and issue membership certification, 
shall receive and dispense all money of the Club with the consent of the Board of 
Directors, and shall notify those members who have not paid their dues. The end 
of the fiscal year shall be June 30, and the Treasurer’s books shall be audited 
biennially.  The Treasurer shall be responsible for annual IRS filing as a non-
profit organization.
Section 7.  The proposed budget shall be presented and voted on at the May 
meeting.
Section 8.  All outstanding bills shall be presented before the beginning of the 
fiscal year and before the books close for the current year.

Section 9. The Parliamentarian shall be the custodian of our governing 
documents and shall ensure that our meetings follow Robert’s Rules of Order 
Revised. 

Section 10. The District and Council Representative shall attend District 9 and 
Garden Club Council of Orange County meetings and report back to the Club. 

Article IV – Government
Section 1. The Board of Directors shall consist of the Officers and the Committee 
Chairs, as listed in the Yearbook. The President may invite special committee 
members or visiting experts to sit with the Board when she/he considers it 
necessary.
Section 2.  The Board of Directors shall transact all business of the Club and 
make recommendations concerning the policies and funds of the club. All 
expenditures over $400 shall be voted on by the membership.
Section 3.  The Board of Directors shall constitute a quorum.
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Section 4.  The Executive Committee shall consist of the Officers.  The Executive 
Committee shall be empowered to act for the Board of Directors on all matters 
properly within the jurisdiction of the Board which the President determines 
cannot be held over until the next Board meeting. 

Article V – Parliamentary Authority
The Club’s parliamentary procedure shall abide by Robert’s Rules of Order 
Revised.

Article VI – Amendments
These Bylaws may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the members present at 
any regular meeting provided notice of the amendment has been submitted to 
Club members at least thirty days prior to the meeting. 

These Bylaws may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the members present at 
any regular meeting provided notice of the amendment has been submitted to 
Club members at least thirty days prior to the meeting. 

Article VII – Dissolution
If for any reason it becomes impossible to maintain and/or operate the Chapel 
Hill Garden Club and it becomes necessary to dissolve the organization by due 
process of law, all remaining assets will revert to the North Carolina Botanical 
Garden of the University of North Carolina, an organization devoted to furthering 
science and education in North Carolina. In the event of dissolution, the Board of 
Directors of the Chapel Hill Garden Club will continue to function until the assets 
have been distributed to the North Carolina Botanical Garden.

The Club’s Constitution now reads:

CHAPEL HILL GARDEN CLUB 
CONSTITUTION 

REVISED October 2017 

Article I – Name 
The organization shall be called The Chapel Hill Garden Club. 

Article II – Objective 
The objective of the Club shall be: 

(1) to educate its members to horticulture, floral design, landscape design, 
and sound environmental practice and 

(2) to encourage public and civic beautification and sound environmental 
practice through gardening. 
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Article III – Membership 
Section 1.  The membership categories of the club shall be active and life.                 
Section 2.  All members are voting members. 

Article IV – Officers and Elections 
Section 1.  The officers of the Club shall be: 
                  President 
                  1st Vice-President  
                  2nd Vice-President 
                  Recording Secretary 
                  Corresponding Secretary 
                  Treasurer 
                  Parliamentarian  
                  Council and District* Representative  
Section 2.  The officers shall be elected at the March meeting. 

Article V – Meetings and State Authority 
Section 1.  The Club shall hold at least one meeting a month 
                  during the months from September through May. 
Section 2.  The annual meeting of the Club shall be in May.  
Section 3.  Any number of members present at any regular  
                  meeting shall have authority to transact business. 

Article VI – Amendments 
This constitution may be amended at any regular meeting by a two-thirds vote of 
the members present, provided notice of the proposed amendment has been 
submitted to the Club members at least thirty days prior to this regular meeting. 

New Business: Jane Lamm reported that the Triangle Gardener contacted her about 
doing a podcast and possible article about the Club’s relationship with the community. 
The members who will be the contacts for the article are Gail Norwood, Jan Dean, and 
Daphne McLeod. Char Thomann, Ty Elliott, Christine Ellestad, and Gill Roberts will be the 
contacts for the podcast. Jane Lamm adjourned the meeting by acclamation at 10:35 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Arnold, Recording Secretary
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