
 

Florida Leucothoe 
Botanical Name: Agarista populifolia  (Ericaceae) 

 
This evergreen Southeastern native is perfect for foundation settings where 

a tightly pruned shrub is not wanted. Multi-stemmed, with arching branches 

that give a soft, informal appearance. Creamy-white, fragrant flower 

racemes appear in May and June beneath shiny narrow leaves. Also useful 

as an understory planting in woodlands, along stream banks and for 

screening in moist shade.  



 

 

Sugar Maple 
 Botanical Name: Acer saccharum 

 

          Acer saccharum commonly known as sugar maple is a deciduous, native 

tree which will typically grow 40' to 80' tall (sometimes to 100') with a dense, 

rounded crown. This tree is a main component of the Eastern U.S. 

hardwood forest and is one of the trees which is most responsible for giving 

New England its reputation for spectacular fall color. Medium green leaves 

(3-6" wide with 3-5 lobes) turn yellow- orange in autumn, sometimes with 

considerable color variations. Fruit is the familiar two-winged samara. Sugar 

maples are long-lived trees which grow relatively slowly (somewhat faster in 

the first 35 years). Native Americans taught the early colonists how to tap 

these trees to make maple syrup which has now become a multi-billion 

dollar industry in the U.S. and Canada. Excellent shade tree. The sugar 

maple leaf is the national symbol of  Canada. 

  
Genus name is the Latin name for a maple  tree. 

 

Specific epithet means sugary in reference to the sweet sap.  

Saccharum is the genus name for  sugarcane.  



 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Sweet Viburnum 
  Botanical Name: Viburnum awabuki  'Chindo' 

 

  For identification purposes, 'Chindo' is similar in all respects to the species 

  with the exception of reportedly being more fruitful although still not 

  considered prolific. It is still advised that it still be planted with another 

  seedling or clone. A selection introduced from Korea to North America by 

  J.C. Raulston.  Mr. Raulston mentioned observing large pendulous masses 

  (6-10" in diameter) of bright red  fruit.  



 
 

 

Climbing Hydrangea 
  Botanical Name: Hydrangea anomala 

 
Hydrangea anomala, commonly known as climbing hydrangea, is a 

vigorous, sprawling, deciduous, woody vine that clings and climbs by 

twining and aerial rootlets along the stems, typically maturing over  time to 

30-40’ long. Horizontal lateral branching often extends several feet beyond 

supporting structures. Unsupported vines sometimes will grow in the form of 

a mounding shrub to 3-4’ tall, sprawling along the ground like a ground 

cover eventually covering an area of up to 200 square feet. This plant is 

native to wooded valleys, stream banks and mountain slopes in the 

Himalayas and  China. 

 



   

False Cypress 
  Botanical Name: Chamaecyparis  pisifera 

 
Chamaecyparis pisifera, commonly known as Sawara cypress, is a large,      

pyramidal, evergreen conifer that grows in the wild  to 50-70’ (infrequently 

to 150') tall with a trunk diameter to 5'. In cultivation, it more typically 

matures to a much smaller 20-30' tall. It is native to the Japanese islands 

of Honshu and Kyushu. Fine-textured medium green needles are tinted 

white beneath. Cones are small  (1/4" across) and ornamentally 

insignificant, appearing glaucous green during summer before turning 

black-brown when ripe. Reddish brown bark peels in strips. Species 

plants are rarely sold in commerce, but a large number of more compact 

cultivars including some dwarfs are available for purchase. 

Genus name comes from the Greek words chamai meaning low growing 

and kyparissos meaning cypress in reference to the botanical relationship 

and growth habit of some genus  members. 

Specific epithet comes from the Latin word pissum meaning pea and 

ferre meaning to bear in reference to the very small rounded cones. 
 



 

Kwanzan Cherry 
Botanical name: Prunus 'Kanzan 

Planted during Coker ownership. 

 
‘Kanzan’ (synonymous with ‘Kwanzan’ and ‘Sekiyama’) is a double   

flowered Japanese flowering cherry that is noted for its profuse and showy 

spring bloom. It is considered to be one of the most ornamental of the 

flowering cherries. It typically grows 25-30’ tall and to 25-30’ wide with a  

vase shape, ascending branching and a spreading-rounded crown. Deep 

pink double flowers (to 2.5” diameter), each with 20-30 petals, bloom in 

pendant clusters of 2-5 in April. Flowers bloom just before and as the  

leaves emerge. Ovate, serrate, dark green leaves (to 5” long). New leaves 

may be tinged with bronze-red. Fall color is yellow to orange-bronze. Plants 

are sterile and do not produce fruit. In 1912, the people of Japan donated  

12 different varieties of flowering cherry trees to the U. S. for planting in the 

Washington, D.C. area. From that original donation, the Yoshino cherry   

was planted in the Tidal Basin area and the Kwanzan (now Kanzan) cherry 

was planted in the East Potomac Park  area. 
 

 



 

Yew 
Botanical name: Taxus x media 

 
Taxus x media is a hybrid designation for a large number of shrubby, often 

wide-spreading crosses of English yew (Taxus baccata) and Japanese yew 

(Taxus cuspidata). These hybrids are noted for combining the ornamental 

excellence of English yew with the winter hardiness of Japanese  yew. 

Although primarily resembling T. cuspitata in appearance, the various 

hybrid cultivars can vary considerably in size and character. Height ranges 

from 2-20' tall depending on the cultivar. Two ranked, pointed, oblong to 

needle-like, olive to dark green leaves are attractive year round. Bark is 

scaly brown. Plants are dioecious (separate male and female  plants). 

Female plants produce red, berry-like fruits instead of cones. Each fruit has 

a single seed almost completely surrounded by a fleshy red  aril. 
 

 



 

Snowball Viburnum 
Botanical name:Viburnum macrocephalum 

Planted 2013 in memory of MJ Burns. 

 

 
Chinese snowball viburnum is native to China. It is a rounded, vase-shaped 

shrub that typically matures to 6-10' tall in the St. Louis area, but may reach 

15-20’ tall in the warmer climates of the deep South. Non-fragrant, sterile 

florets (each to 1 1/4" wide) bloom in dense globose clusters (to 5-8" wide)  

in May to early June. Florets emerge lime green, but quickly turn  white. 

Pubescent, finely-toothed, ovate to elliptic, dark green leaves (to 2-4” long) 

are deciduous in the northern parts of its growing range, but semi- 

evergreen in the southern parts of its growing range. Flowers are sterile, 

therefore no fruit is produced. Viburnum macrocephalum var. keteleeri is 

the wild form which has both sterile and fertile  florets.  



 

White Oak 
Botanical name: Quercus alba 

 
The stately White Oak, one of our most familiar trees, is a large overstory 

tree that grows in a wide variety of habitats. When open grown, White Oak 

is pyramidal in shape when young, but large trees have a distinctively  

round canopy shape. 

White Oak is common throughout North Carolina and the eastern United 

States and Canada, found from Texas to Quebec and Maine, Minnesota to 

Florida. 

The leaves are blue-green above and have rounded lobes with deep 

sinuses.  



 

Kleim's Hardy Gardenia 
Botanical name: Gardenia jasminoides 

 
Gardenia jasminoides, commonly called common gardenia or cape 

jasmine, is native to southern China and Japan and is an evergreen  shrub 

with thick, glossy, dark green leaves (to 4” long). It typically grows to 3-6’ 

tall. It is particularly noted for its extremely fragrant white flowers (to 3” 

diameter) and is often grown in double-flowered forms. Flowers bloom 

throughout the year in warm climates where temperatures do not dip below 

60 degrees F., but more typically bloom in late spring to early summer in 

cooler climates in the northern part of its growing  range. 

Gardenia jasminoides is synonymous with G. augusta and G. grandiflora. 

Genus name honors Dr. Alexander Garden  (1730-1791). 

Specific epithet means like jasmine. 

'Kleim's Hardy' was discovered and introduced by Don Kleim of the 

Henderson Experimental Garden in California. Valued for its cold 

resistance, it is hardy to zone 7. It has 2 in. single, fragrant, white flowers 

with yellow stamens. 'Kleim's Hardy' has a rounded, mounding habit 

growing 2 to 3 ft. tall and wide.  



 

Gardenia 
Botanical Name: Gardenia jasminoides 

 
Gardenia jasminoides, commonly called common gardenia or cape  

jasmine, is native to southern China and Japan and is an evergreen shrub 

with thick, glossy, dark green leaves (to 4” long). It typically grows to 3-6’ 

tall. It is particularly noted for its extremely fragrant white flowers (to 3” 

diameter) and is often grown in double-flowered forms. Flowers bloom 

throughout the year in warm climates where temperatures do not dip  below 

60 degrees F., but more typically bloom in late spring to early summer in 

cooler climates in the northern part of its growing  range. 

Gardenia jasminoides is synonymous with G. augusta and G. grandiflora. 

Genus name honors Dr. Alexander Garden  (1730-1791). 

Specific epithet means like jasmine. 



 

English Boxwood 
Botanical name: Buxus sempervirens 

 
Buxus sempervirens is a rounded to broad-rounded shrub or small tree that 

is native primarily to open woodlands and rocky hillsides in southern 

Europe, northern Africa and western Asia. It typically matures in a shrubby 

form to 5-15' tall, but may grow as a tree to as much as 20-30' tall. Small, 

elliptic to oval to oblong leaves (1/2" to 1 1/2" long) are simple, opposite, 

smooth-margined and evergreen. Leaves are dark glossy green above and 

yellowish-green below. Inconspicuous, apetulous flowers in axillary clusters 

are pale green to yellow to creamy white. Flowers appear in April and May. 

Fruit is a dehiscent capsule (to 1/3" long) that matures to  brown. 

 
Genus name comes from the Latin name for plants in this  genus. 

 
Specific epithet means always green in obvious reference to the evergreen 

foliage. 

 

Common name of boxwood is in reference to the prior use of the wood to 

make boxes. Another theory on common name is that the name is in 

reference to young plant stems which are quadrangular (square box cross 

section). 



 

Camellia 
Botanical name: Camellia japonica 

 
Camellia japonica, commonly called Japanese camellia, is an evergreen 

shrub that typically grows to 6-12’ tall on stems clad with oval, leathery, 

glossy, dark green leaves (3-4” long) with finely serrated margins. It is 

native to China and Japan. It is winter hardy to and often grown outdoors 

year round in the southeastern U.S. plus Pacific coast areas. It is the most 

commonly grown camellia species comprising thousands of cultivated 

varieties. Flower buds begin to form in mid-summer. Buds appear in 

clusters. Removing all but one bud per cluster will increase flower  size. 

Flowers (3-5” wide) bloom in mid-late winter (December to March) when 

grown outdoors in warm winter climates or in greenhouses, but bloom in 

early spring (April) when grown outdoors in the northern part of its growing 

range. Species plants have single flowers, but cultivars with semidouble, 

anemone, peony, rose-form double, or formal double flower forms are 

available. Each single flower has 5-8 petals. Flower colors are most 

commonly white, pink or red with yellow anthers. Flowers are borne at the 

tips of shoots or from lower leaf axils. Rounded fruits (1 1/2”  long). 
 

Genus name honors Georg Joseph Camel (1661-1706), a German Jesuit 

missionary to the Philippines who was noted for his work on Oriental  

plants. 



 

Chinese Fringe Flower 
Botanical name: Loropetalum chinense 

 
Loropetalum chinense, commonly called Chinese fringe flower, is a white- 

flowered broad-leaved evergreen shrub of the witch hazel family. It is native 

to woodlands in China, Southeast Asia and Japan. It typically grows in a 

rounded multi-stemmed form to 6-10’ tall, but may over time rise to as   

much as 20’ tall. Alternate, ovate, dark green, evergreen leaves (to 2.5”  

long) have asymmetrical bases. Leaves are pale green and pubescent 

below. Brown shoots are pubescent. Lightly aromatic, spidery flowers   

bloom in clusters in spring (late March-April). Each flower has four narrow, 

downward-drooping, strap-shaped white petals (3/4" wide and 1/16" long).  

A number of cultivars featuring showy reddish purple leaves (var. rubrum) 

are available in commerce. 

Genus name comes from the Greek words loron meaning  strap 

and petalon meaning leaf or petal in reference to the form of the flower 

petals. 

 

 



 

Radicans Variegata Gardenia 
Botanical name: Gardenia jasminoides 

 
Gardenia jasminoides, commonly called common gardenia or cape  

jasmine, is native to southern China and Japan and is an evergreen shrub 

with thick, glossy, dark green leaves (to 4” long). It typically grows to 3-6’ 

tall. It is particularly noted for its extremely fragrant white flowers (to 3” 

diameter) and is often grown in double-flowered forms. Flowers bloom 

throughout the year in warm climates where temperatures do not dip below 

60 degrees F., but more typically bloom in late spring to early summer in 

cooler climates in the northern part of its growing  range. 

Gardenia jasminoides is synonymous with G. augusta and G. grandiflora. 

Genus name honors Dr. Alexander Garden  (1730-1791). 

Specific epithet means like jasmine. 

‘Radicans Variegata’ is a low-growing ground cover form with horizontal 

branching. It grows to only 1-2’ tall and spreads to 2-4’ wide. It features 

very fragrant but small white flowers (to 1” diameter) and small oval gray- 

green leaves edged with creamy white. 



 

English Yew 
English yew (Taxus baccata), also called common yew or European yew, 

(all three are lumber trade names) 

 
English yew, an ornamental evergreen tree or shrub of the yew family 

(Taxaceae), widely distributed throughout Europe and Asia as far east as 

the Himalayas. Some botanists consider the Himalayan form to be a 

separate species, called Himalayan yew (Taxus wallichiana). Rising to a 

height of 10 to 30 metres (about 35 to 100 feet), the tree has spreading 

branches and slightly drooping branchlets. The bark is reddish brown and 

flaky, sometimes deeply fissured in very old trees. Yews are among the 

few conifers that produce new growth easily from behind the ends of cut 

branches; thus, English yew is one of the only conifers regularly trimmed 

into hedges. 

English yews can live a very long time. For example, the Fortingall Yew, 

named for the small Scottish village where it has been growing for some 

2,000 to 5,000 years, is the oldest living tree in Great Britain and one of the 

oldest living trees in Europe. 



 

Flowering Dogwood 
Botanical name: Cornus florida 

 

Cornus florida, commonly known as flowering dogwood, is a small 
deciduous tree that typically grows 15-30’ tall with a low-branching, 
broadly-pyramidal but somewhat flat-topped habit. It arguably may be 
the most beautiful of the native American flowering trees. It is native 
from Maine to southern Ontario to Illinois to Kansas south to Florida, 
Texas and Mexico. It is the state tree of Missouri and Virginia. It blooms 
in early spring (April) shortly after, but usually overlapping,  the bloom 
period of the redbuds. The true dogwood flowers are actually tiny, 
yellowish green and insignificant, being compacted into button-like 
clusters. However, each flower cluster is surrounded by four showy, 
white, petal-like bracts which open flat, giving the appearance of a 
single, large, 3-4” diameter,  4-petaled, 
white flower. 

 



 

Double File Viburnum 
Botanical 

name: Viburnum plicatum f. tomentosumForma  tomentosum, 

 

Viburnum plicatum f. tomentosumForma tomentosum, commonly called 
doublefile viburnum, is the fertile form that was discovered later in time 
than the sterile species. It is a dense, multi-stemmed, deciduous shrub 
with distinctively tiered horizontal branching. It typically matures over 
time in a broad-rounded form to 8-10’ tall with   a slightly larger spread. 
It is native to forests and thickets in China  and Japan. Flowers bloom 
in late April-May in flat-topped, lacecap- like clusters (each to 2-4” but 
less frequently to 6” wide) which extend along the branches and above 
the foliage in double rows, hence the common name of doublefile 
viburnum. Each cluster has an outer ring of large, showy, snow-white, 
sterile florets (each to 1-2” across) surrounding a central mass of tiny 
non-showy fertile florets which when fertilized give way to egg-shaped 
1/3” long fruits (red maturing  to black) and viable seed. Ovate, toothed, 
strongly-veined, dark green leaves (to 4" long) turn burgundy red to 
purplish red in fall. A large number of cultivars have been introduced 
into  commerce. 



 

Flowering Apricot 
Botanical name: Prunus mume 

 

Prunus mume, commonly called Japanese apricot, is primarily grown 
for ornamental purposes, and in particular for its mid to late winter 
bloom of pink flowers. It is native to China, Taiwan, Korea and Japan. It 
is an upright, fast-growing, deciduous tree that typically grows  to 
15-20’ tall with a rounded form. It may be trained as a large shrub. 
Spicily fragrant pink flowers (solitary or in pairs) bloom in winter before 
the leaves emerge. Flowers have red calyxes and yellowish stamens. 
Flowers are followed by fuzzy-skinned, green to yellow apricots (to 1” 
diameter) with clinging stones. Apricots ripen in summer. Apricots are 
technically edible fresh from the plant (some say bitter and inedible), 
but are at any rate of very poor quality in comparison to commercially 
sold common apricots (Prunus armeniaca). Fruits may be harvested for 
use in making jams and preserves. Broad-oval leaves (2-4” long) are  
sharply-serrulate. 
 
Genus name from Latin means plum or cherry  tree 



 

Bottlebrush Buckeye 
Botanical name: Aesculus parviflora Original planted by WC Coker 
 

Native to SE United States, primarily Alabama 

Buds early in Spring. New leaves are bronze with anthocyaninis, which 
acts as a sort of anti-freeze. Flowers in summer and typically last for 
three weeks.  Leaves turn yellow in  Fall. 



 

Judas Tree or White Redbud 
Botanical name: Cercis canadensis ‘Alba’ 

 

Small white flowers appear in profusion on leafless branches in early 
spring. Heart-shaped leaves emerge bronze, turning green, then yellow 
in autumn. Another white-flowered selection, 'Royal', has slightly larger 
blooms and more compact  growth. 
Noteworthy Characteristics: 

Rare in the wild, this versatile tree reaches heights of 15 to 20 feet in 
full sun. It can survive the cold as far north as Zone 5  (-20°F). 



 

Hawthorne 
Botanical name: Crataegus 

 

Crataegus is a large genus of shrubs andtrees in the Family Rosacea, 
native to temperate regions of theNorthern Hemisphere in Europe, Asia 
and North America. 
 

 

The name"hawthorn" was originally applied to the species native to 
northern Europe, especially the common hawthorn  C. 
monogyna and the unmodified name is often so used in Britain and 
Ireland. The name is now also applied to the entire genus and to the 
related Asian genus Rhaphiolepis. The name haw, originally an Old 
English term for hedge, applies to the fruit. 



 

Willow Oak 
Botanical name: Quercus phellos 

 

Willow oak is a medium to large, deciduous oak tree of the red oak 
group that is noted for its oak shape, willow-like leaves and relatively 
fast growth rate. It is native to the Southeastern United States, typically 
being found in moist bottomland soils. Willow oak typically grows 40-75’ 
tall with an oval to rounded crown, but may reach 100’ in ideal 
conditions. Smooth-edged, bristle-tipped, narrow, green leaves (to 5” 
long and 1” wide) are willow-like. Leaves turn an undistinguished 
yellow-brown or dull gold in fall. Fruits are rounded acorn cups (to 1/2” 
long). Acorns can be an important source of food for wildlife. 
Insignificant monoecious yellowish-green flowers in separate male and 
female catkins appear in spring (April) as the leaves emerge. Dark, 
irregularly-furrowed trunks (gray to dark gray- brown) develop on 
mature trees. 



 

Cucumber Magnolia 
Botanical name: Magnolia acuminata 

 

Magnolia acuminata, commonly known as cucumber tree, is native to 
eastern North America, reaching its largest size in the southern 
Appalachian Mountains. It is the only magnolia that is native to Missouri 
where it typically occurs in moist soils in wooded valleys, bluff bases 
and thickets along the Mississippi River in the far  southern part of the 
state (Steyermark). This is a deciduous magnolia that produces slightly-
fragrant, greenish-yellow, tulip-like flowers (2-4” long) at the twig tips in 
late spring, but is named for the green, warty, cucumber-like fruits 
(seedcones) that follow the flowers. Cone-like fruits mature to a showy 
red in late summer, releasing individual red coated seeds suspended 
on slender threads at maturity. Cucumber tree is a straight-trunked tree 
that typically grows 40-70’ (less frequently to 100’) tall with a pyramidal 
crown. Trunk diameter of mature trees can reach 3-4’, with furrowed 
dark gray-brown  bark. 
Ovate, yellow-green leaves (to 10” long) are, as the specific epithet 
suggests, pointed at the tip (acuminate), but not classic narrow- 
tapering acuminate form. Unlike most magnolias, this tree often 
produces respectable fall color (gold). 
Genus name honors Pierre Magnol, French botanist  (1638-1715) 



 

Eastern Hemlock 
Botanical name: Tsuga canadensis 

 

Tsuga canadensis, commonly called Canadian hemlock or eastern 
hemlock, is a dense, pyramidal conifer of the pine family that is native 
to moist woods, moist slopes, rocky hillsides/ridges, wooded ravines, 
and stream valleys from eastern Canada south to Maine and Wisconsin 
and further south in the Appalachian Mountains to Georgia and 
Alabama. It grows to 40-75’ tall in the wild. This species is noted for 
having the smallest needles and cones in the genus. Flat sprays  of 
lacy evergreen foliage give this tree a graceful form. Short dark green 
needles (to 9/16" long) with two white bands beneath are arranged in 
two opposite rows. Needles are attached to twigs by slender stalks. 
Small, pendant, short-stalked, seed-bearing cones (to 3/4" long) are 
tan-brown. Lower branches often dip toward the  ground. Thick and 
ridged bark on mature trees is red-brown to gray- brown. State tree of 
Pennsylvania. No part of this tree is  poisonous. 
The poisonous hemlocks (Circuta maculata and Conium maculatum) 
are herbaceous perennials in the parsley  family. 
Tsuga is derived from the Japanese name for trees in this genus. 
Hemlock woolly adelgid (HWA) is a tiny (1/32”) sap-sucking insect 
(relative of the aphid) that has recently become a serious threat to the 
survival of native hemlocks in the wild in the eastern United  States. 



 

Doghobble 
Botanical name: Mountain Doghobble (Leucothoe  fontanesiana) 

 

Mountain Doghobble is a common shrub of streambanks in the 
Mountains with leathery evergreen leaves. 
Mountain Doghobble is a southern Appalachian endemic, though it has 
escaped from cultivation in a few northern  states. 
 

  



 

Sasanqua Camellia 
 

Though not as well known as their spring flowering cousins, fall 
blooming camellias are wonderful landscape plants for the southeast. 
Sometimes referred to simply as sasanquas from their scientific name, 
Camellia sasanqua, fall blooming camellias are a group of hardy, 
durable, evergreen shrubs native to Asia. They make spectacular 
additions to partially shaded landscapes, offering evergreen foliage and 
showy flowers at a time of the year when most plants are going to bed 
for the winter. Many varieties are available, with habits ranging from low 
growing spreading shrubs to upright vigorous bushes that can be 
trained to grow as small  trees. 



American Holly 
Botanical name: Ilex opaca 

 

Ilex opaca, commonly called American holly, is an upright, pyramidal, 
evergreen tree that slowly matures to 15-30' in cultivation, but may 
reach 50' tall in the wild. It is native to the eastern and central U. S., 
most frequently found in moist woods, forest bottomlands and  swamp 
peripheries plus some coastal dunes (e.g., Cape Cod down the Atlantic 
Coast) from Massachusetts to West Virginia to Ohio to southeastern 
Missouri south to Texas and Florida. This species is easily identified 
because it is the only native U. S. holly with spiny green leaves and 
bright red berries. This is the Christmas holly  whose berry-laden 
boughs are typically collected at Christmas time each year for 
ornamentation ("decking the halls" as it were). Thick, leathery, deep 
green leaves (2-4" long) have spiny marginal teeth. Species is 
dioecious (male and female flowers are on separate  trees). Greenish-
white flowers bloom May-June (male flowers in 3-12 flowered clusters 
and female flowers solitary or in 2s or 3s). Bright  red or orange fruits 
(drupes to 1/4- 1/2" diameter) ripen in fall on pollinated female trees, 
and persist on the tree through winter. Birds love the fruit. 
Genus name comes from the Latin name for holm oak (Quercus ilex) in 
reference to the foliage similarities (holm oak and many of the shrubs in 
the genus Ilex have evergreen  leaves). 
Specific epithet means opaque or dull, in reference to the non- lustrous 
leaf surfaces of species plants (many of the cultivars have more 
lustrous foliage). 



 

Redbud 
Botanical name: Cercis canadensis (eastern  redbud) 

Cercis canadensis (eastern redbud) is a large deciduous shrub or 
small tree, native to eastern North America from Southern Ontario, 
Canada south to northern Florida but can thrive as far west as 
California. It typically grows to 6–9 m (20–30 ft) tall with an 8–10 m (26–
33 ft) spread. It generally has a short, often twisted trunk and spreading 
branches. A 10-year-old tree will generally be around 5 m (16 ft) tall. 
The bark is dark in color, smooth, later scaly with ridges somewhat 
apparent, sometimes with maroon patches. The twigs are slender and 
zigzag, nearly black in color, spotted with lighter lenticels. The winter 
buds are tiny, rounded and dark red to chestnut in  color. 
The leaves are alternate, simple, and heart shaped with an entire 
margin, 7–12 cm (3-5 inches) long and wide, thin and papery, and may 
be slightly hairy below. 
The flowers are showy, light to dark magenta pink in color, 1.5 cm (½ 
inch) long, appearing in clusters from Spring to early Summer, on bare 
stems before the leaves, sometimes on the trunk itself. The flowers are 
pollinated by long-tongued bees such as blueberry bees and carpenter 
bees. Short-tongued bees apparently cannot reach the nectaries. The 
fruit are flattened, dry, brown, pea-like pods, 5–10 cm (2-4 inches) long 
that contain flat, elliptical, brown seeds 6 mm (¼ inch) long, maturing in 
August to October. 



 

Post Oak 
Botanical name: Quercus stellata 

 

 

 

Post oak is a medium-sized deciduous oak of the white oak group that 
typically grows 35-50’ tall with a rounded crown. It is called post oak 
because its durable wood has been used for fence posts. It is 
commonly found on lower mountain slopes and coastal plains in the 
southeastern and southcentral U. S. Insignificant yellowish-green 
flowers in separate male and female catkins appear in spring as the 
leaves emerge. Fruits are oval acorns (to 3/4” long), with bowl- shaped 
cups extending 1/3 to 1/2 the acorn length. Acorns are an important 
source of food for wildlife. Rough, often leathery, dark green leaves (4-
8” long) with 3-5 rounded lobes have a cruciform appearance due to 
large wide-spreading central lobes. Fall color is variable, ranging from 
uninteresting to quality shades of yellow and brown. Stellata means 
starlike, in probably reference to the leaf shape, which is actually more 
cruciform than  starlike. 



 

Winterberry 
Botanical name: Ilex verticillata 

 

Ilex verticillata, commonly called winterberry, is a deciduous holly that is 
native to eastern North America where it typically occurs in swamps, 
damp thickets, low woods and along ponds and  streams. 
This is a slow-growing, deciduous shrub with an upright-rounded habit 
that typically grows 3-12’ tall. In the wild, it often suckers to  form 
large thickets or colonies. Elliptic to obovate, toothed, dark green 
leaves (2-3” long). Fall color is usually negligible, but in some years 
leaves may turn attractive shades of maroon. Relatively inconspicuous 
greenish-white flowers appear in the leaf axils in late spring. Flowers, if 
properly pollinated, give way to a crop of bright red berries (1/4” 
diameter) in late summer to fall. Berries are quite showy and will persist 
throughout the winter (hence the common name) and often into early 
spring. Berries provide considerable impact and interest to the winter 
landscape. 



 

Chastetree 
Botanical name: Vitex 

 

Chaste tree is a southern favorite beginning to gain favor across the 
country. Whether left to grow as a large, multistemmed shrub or cut 
back annually for a more compact look, this selection is a  winner. 
Fine, lacy leaves are glossy and green. Bright blue flower panicles 
begin to form in early summer and continue through the heat of the 
season and into fall. This is a reasonably cold-hardy, deer-resistant 
woody plant, and while V. agnus-castus is typically considered a Zone 
7 plant, the variety latifolia can be grown in Zone 6 and even in 
southern areas of Zone 5.  



 
 
 

 

Sweet Olive 
Botanical name: Osmanthus fragrans 
 
Fragrant olive (also sweet olive or sweet tea) produces clusters of not 
particularly showy flowers that have an extremely powerful apricot 
fragrance. It is a small, upright, evergreen tree or large shrub that will 
typically grow to 10-15’ tall in cultivation, but may reach 20-30’ tall in  its 
native habitat in Asia (Himalayas, China and Japan). Features  oval, 
leathery, glossy green leaves (to 4” long). Leaf margins may be smooth 
or finely toothed. Tiny white flowers appear in axillary clusters in spring, 
with some sporadic bloom through the summer into  fall. 
Varieties of the species bear flowers in orange, gold and reddish hues. 
Genus name comes from Greek osme  (fragrant) 
and anthos (flower). Specific epithet also means fragrant. All of which 
generally gets the point across that this is a very fragrant flower. In 
China, flowers are sometimes added to teas. 



 

Sweet Shrub 
Botanical name: Calycanthus floridus 
 
Carolina allspice is a dense, rounded deciduous shrub with a suckering 
habit which grows 6-9' (less frequently to 12') tall with an equal or 
slightly greater spread. Features very fragrant, brown to reddish-brown 
flowers (2" across) which bloom at the ends of short branchlets in May. 
Flowers give way to brownish, urn-shaped fruits (seed capsules) which 
mature in fall and persist throughout the winter. Lustrous, dark green 
(pale beneath), ovate to elliptic leaves to 6" long turn golden yellow in 
fall. Leaves are aromatic when bruised. Best to purchase this plant 
when in flower because the quality and intensity of the fragrance can 
vary widely from plant to plant. Also commonly called sweetshrub and 
strawberry bush in reference to the fragrant blooms which have been 
described as combining hints of pineapple, strawberry and banana. 
Further common name of hairy allspice is in reference to the hairy twigs 
and leaf undersides of this plant. U.S. native from Virginia to Florida. 



 

Dawn Redwood 
Botanical name: Metasequoia  glyptostroboides 
 
From fossil records, dawn redwood is known to have existed as many 
as 50,000,000 years ago. However, it was not until 1941 that dawn 
redwood was first discovered growing in the wild near the town of 
Modaoqi China by Chinese forester, T. Kan. Seeds collected from the 
original site were made available to American botanical gardens in 
1947. Seedling grown therefrom was planted in the Coker Arboretum. 
Dawn redwood is a deciduous, coniferous tree that grows in a conical 
shape to 100’ tall. It is related to and closely resembles bald cypress 
(Taxodium) and redwood (Sequoia). It features linear, feathery, fern- 
like foliage that is soft to the touch. Foliage emerges light green in 
spring, matures to deep green in summer and turns red-bronze in fall. 
As the tree matures, the trunk broadens at the base and develops 
attractive and sometimes elaborate fluting. Trees are monoecious, 
producing oval, light brown female cones (3/4” long) and  pendant. 



 

Jujube 
Botanical name: Ziziphus jujuba 
 
Common jujube is a small, droopy-branched, somewhat spiny, 
deciduous tree or large shrub that is native from southeastern Europe 
to China. It typically matures over time to 15-30' tall. It was first 
cultivated in China for its fruit over 4000 years ago. Although the fruit 
from this tree is very popular in China today, it is largely unknown in 
much of the U. S. Small ovate to oblong-elliptic leaves (to 2" long) are 
glossy green with finely toothed margins. Each leaf has two sharp 
stipular spines. Leaves turn yellow in fall. Non-showy, white to yellowish 
green flowers (3/16" diameter) are fragrant. Flowers bloom  in the leaf 
axils from late spring to early summer. Fruit is a round to elongate 
drupe of varying size (from cherry to plum), but typically to 1 1/4" long 
with a single stone within. When maturing from green to red, each 
smooth-skinned fruit has a sweet, crisp flesh somewhat reminiscent of 
an apple. After maturing to red/reddish brown, the   fruits wrinkle and 
take on the appearance (and some say taste) of a date, hence the 
alternate common name of Chinese date for this  plant. Many excellent 
cultivars exist in China. Fruits may be eaten fresh or may be dried, 
candied or canned. Numerous prior medicinal uses. 



 

Sweetspire 
Botanical name: Itea virginica, 
 
Itea virginica, commonly called Virginia sweetspire, is an erect, 
rounded, broad-spreading, deciduous shrub with arching branches. 
Typically grows 3-4' (less frequently to 5') tall with a similar spread. 
Features fragrant, tiny white flowers borne in cylindrical, drooping 
racemes (3-6" long) which cover the shrub with bloom in late spring to 
early summer. Oval, dark green leaves (1-4" long) turn varying shades 
of red, orange and gold in autumn. Long period of fall color, with leaves 
often persisting on the plants until early  winter. 



 

Tardiva 
 
'Tardiva' is a vigorous, upright, rapidly growing, somewhat coarsely 
textured, deciduous shrub which typically grows 8-12' (less frequently 
to 15') tall. Features upright, pyramidal, sharply pointed, terminal 
panicles (to 8" long) of mostly sterile flowers. The showy, white,   sterile 
flowers are somewhat loosely packed in the panicles and  slowly turn 
purplish pink with age. The much smaller, fluffy, fertile flowers are 
partially visible beneath the showier, sterile ones. Larger flower 
panicles can be obtained by thinning the plants to 5-10 primary shoots. 
In full bloom, the weight of the flower panicles will typically cause the 
branches to arch downward. Blooms from late summer well into 
September, one of the latest shrubs to bloom. Oval to ovate, serrate, 
dark green, leaves (to 6" long) with undistinguished, yellow to purple-
tinged fall color 



 

Yellow Poplar 
Botanical name: Liriodendron tulipifera 
 
Tulip tree or yellow poplar is a large, stately, deciduous tree of eastern 
North America that typically grows 60-90' (less frequently to 150’) tall 
with a pyramidal to broad conical habit. Although widely planted 
throughout the state of Missouri, it is indigenous to rich woods in only a 
few counties in the far southeastern corner of the state. Trunks of 
mature trees may reach 4-6’ in diameter, usually rising column-like with 
an absence of lower branching. It is named and noted for its cup-
shaped, tulip-like flowers that bloom in spring. Flowers are yellow with 
an orange band at the base of each  petal. 
Although the flowers are 2” in length, they can go unnoticed on large 
trees because the flowers appear after the leaves are fully developed. 
Sometimes the flowers are first noticed when the attractive petals begin 
to fall below the tree. Flowers are followed by dry, scaly,  oblong, cone-
shaped brown fruits, each bearing numerous winged seeds. Four-lobed 
bright green leaves (to 8” across) turn golden yellow in fall. Wood is 
used inter alia for furniture,  plywood, boatbuilding, paper pulp and 
general lumber. Native Americans made dugout canoes from tuliptree 
trunks. This is the state tree of  Kentucky, Tennessee and Indiana.  
 
Genus name comes  from Greek leirion (lily) and dendron (tree). 
Tulipifera means tulip  bearing. 



 

Yaupon Holly 
Botanical name: Ilex vomitoria 
 
Ilex vomitoria commonly known as Yaupon is native to a variety of 
areas including sandy woods, dunes, open fields, forest edges and wet 
swamps, often along the coastal plain and maritime forests, from 
Virginia to Florida, Arkansas and Texas. This is a thicket-forming, 
broadleaf evergreen shrub or small tree that typically grows in an 
upright, irregularly branched form to 10-20’ tall and to 10’ wide, but may 
grow taller in optimum conditions. Elliptic to ovate-oblong, leathery, 
glossy, evergreen, dark green leaves (to 1.5” long) have toothed 
margins. Small greenish-white flowers appear on male and female 
plants in spring (April). Flowers are fragrant but generally 
inconspicuous. Pollinated flowers on female plants give way to berry- 
like red (infrequently yellow) fruits (1/4” diameter) which ripen in fall and 
persist into winter. Birds are attracted to the  fruit. 
Native American Indians used the leaves to make a ceremonial emetic 
drink which, when consumed in large quantities, caused a cleansing 
now memorialized by the specific  epithet. 
 
Genus name comes from the Latin name Quercus ilex for holm oak  in 
reference to the foliage similarities (holm oak and many of the shrubs in 
the genus Ilex have evergreen leaves). 



 

Plum Yew 
Botanical name: Cephalotaxus harringtonia 
 
Cephalotaxus harringtonia, commonly called plum yew, is a dioecious 
coniferous evergreen that typically grows as a shrub to 5-10’ tall, but 
may be trained as a tree that could eventually rise to as much  as 
20-30’ tall. Growth is slow, however, and it often takes as much as 10 
years for a plant to reach 4’ tall. It is native to shaded woodland areas 
in Japan, northeastern China and Korea. Linear, spirally-arranged, yew-
like, evergreen leaves (to 1.5” long) appear in a v-shaped pattern on 
erect stems, many of which rise up from the base of the  plant. 
Female flowers produce fleshy, edible, plum-like fruits (to 1" long). If 
fruits are desired, female plants with at least one male pollinator are 
required for fruit production to occur. Excellent tolerance for both shade 
and hot weather make this species an interesting substitute in the 
southeastern U. S. for true yews (Taxus) that usually struggle south of 
USDA Zone 7. 
Cephalotaxus comes from the Greek word kephale meaning head and 
from taxus which is the botanical name for  yews. 



 

Southern Magnolia 
Botanical name: Cephalotaxus harringtonia 
 
Magnolia grandiflora is a broadleaf evergreen tree that is noted for its 
attractive dark green leaves and its large, extremely fragrant flowers. It 
typically grows to 60-80’ tall with a pyramidal to rounded  crown. 
This is a magnificent tree of the South. It is native to moist wooded 
areas in the southeastern United States from North Carolina to Florida 
and Texas. Leathery evergreen ovate to elliptic leaves (to 10” long) are 
glossy dark green above and variable pale green to gray- brown 
beneath. Fragrant white flowers (to 8-12” diameter) usually have six 
petals. Flowers bloom in late spring, with sparse continued flowering 
throughout the summer. Flowers give way to spherical cone-like fruiting 
clusters (to 3-5” long) that mature in late summer to early fall, releasing 
individual rose-red coated seeds suspended on slender threads at 
maturity. 
Genus name honors Pierre Magnol, French botanist  (1638-1715) 



 

Sweet Breath of Spring 
Botanical name: Lonicera fragrantissima NCBG list of invasive species. 
 
Sweet breath of spring is a multi-stemmed, upright, deciduous 
(evergreen in the South) invasive shrub. It grows from 6 to 10 ft (1.8  to 
3 m) tall. The stems are hollow with stringy, tan bark and often are 
purple when young. Leaves are opposite, round, 1 to 3 in. (2.5 to 7.6 
cm) long, and wide and usually persist into winter. Flowering occurs  in 
the late winter, when the flowers develop in pairs in the leaf axils. The 
flowers are fragrant, tubular, 0.5 in. (1.5 cm) long, white to red or 
yellow, and thin-petaled. The abundant berries are 1/3 in. (8.5 mm) in 
diameter, ripen to orange or red in the mid-summer, and often persist 
throughout winter.  



 
 

Eastern Red Cedar 
Botanaical name: Juniperus virginiana 
 
Eastern red cedar typically grows on limestone bluffs and glades, wood 
margins, fields, pastures and fence rows. It is a broadly conical, 
sometimes columnar, dense, evergreen conifer with horizontal 
branching that grows to 30-65’ tall. Gray to reddish-brown bark 
exfoliates in thin shreddy strips on mature trees. Trunks are  often 
fluted at the base. Heartwood is light brown and aromatic, and  is 
commonly used for cedar chests. Dark blue green scale-like  foliage. 
Foliage may turn brown-green in winter. Cultivars of this species often 
retain better foliage color in winter. This is a dioecious species 
(separate male and female trees). Female trees produce round, gray to 
blackish-green berry-like cones (1/4” diameter) that ripen in fall the first 
year. Berrylike cones are attractive to many  birds. 



 

Cedar of Lebanon 
Botanical name: Cedrus libani 
 
Cedrus libani, commonly called cedar of Lebanon, is a needled 
evergreen conifer that, with age, develops a massive trunk, a  flattened 
top and broad spreading horizontal branching. It is native to Lebanon, 
Syria and Turkey. Lower branches typically remain on the tree as it 
ages, often touching the ground. It is a slow-growing tree  that may 
reach only 20’ tall in its first 20 years. Over time, cedar of Lebanon will 
typically grow to 40-60’ (infrequently to 120’ or more)   tall. Subsp. 
stenocoma is a columnar form that is particularly noted   for having 
better winter hardiness than all other forms of cedar of Lebanon. It is 
native to the Taurus Mountains in southwestern   Turkey. Unlike 
straight species plants, subspecies stenocoma is more upright and rigid 
(crown does not flatten with age), has shorter needles, has narrower 
cones and will grow outdoors in USDA Zone 5. Needles range from 
green to glaucous blue-green, but are generally dark green in summer. 
Cones (3-4" long) mature in fall every other year. 



 

Deodar Cedar 
Botanical name: Cedrus deodara 
 
 
 
Cedrus deodara, know as Deodar cedar, is an evergreen conifers   that 
is pyramidal when young, maturing to flat-topped trees with broad-
spreading horizontal branching. Deodar cedar is perhaps the most 
pendulous of the true cedars, with drooping branchlets and branching 
that is gracefully drooping at the tips. Lower branches typically remain 
on the tree as it ages, often touching the ground. This is a medium-
growing tree that typically matures to 40-50’ tall in its first 25 years. In 
its native habitat, trees reportedly will grow much taller over time, 
sometimes reaching 150-200’ tall. Dark grayish-green needles (to 1.25” 
long) appear in clusters. Upright cones (to 4” long).  It is native to the 
Himalayas. 
 
 



 

Beauty Berry 
Botanical name: Callicarpa americana 
 
American beauty-berry most often grows 3-5 ft. tall and usually just   as 
wide, It can reach 9 ft. in height in favorable soil and moisture 
conditions. It has long, arching branches and yellow-green fall foliage, 
but its most striking feature is the clusters of glossy, iridescent- 
purple fruit (sometimes white) which hug the branches at leaf axils in 
the fall and winter.  Bark light brown on the older wood, reddish brown 
on younger wood. Bark smooth, with elongate, raised corky areas 
(lenticels); twigs round to 4 sided, covered with branched  hairs visible 
under a l0x hand lens. Leaves in pairs or in threes, blades half as wide 
as long and up to 9 inches long, ovate to elliptic pointed or blunt at the 
tip and tapered to the base;  marginscoarsely toothed except toward 
the base and near the tip, teeth pointed or rounded; lower surface of 
young leaves covered with branched hairs. Flowers small, pink, in 
dense clusters at the bases of the leaves, clusters usually not 
exceeding the  leaf petioles. Fruit distinctly colored, rose pink or 
lavender pink, berrylike, about 1/4 inch long and 3/16 inch wide, in 
showy clusters, persisting after the leaves have fallen. 
The seeds and berries are important foods for many species of birds, 
particularly the Northern Bobwhite. Foliage is a favorite of White- tailed 
Deer. 



 

Schipka laurel or ‘Schip’ Laurel 
Botanical name: Prunus laurocerasus  ‘Schipkaensis’ 
 
Prunus laurocerasus ‘Schipkaensis’– ‘Schip’  Laurel 
‘Schip laurel’, as it is commonly called, has grown in popularity as a 
hardy screening plant thanks to its dense form and ability to grow in 
shade. Prized for their dark glossy green leaves, Schips can grow to 
10-12’ tall by 4-6’ wide. For best growth, provide rich organic soil that is 
moist but well drained. Clay soils should be amended with organic 
matter – compost or composted manure – prior to planting.  Avoid 
soils that are slow to drain or frequently wet. Schips will produce 
flowers in late spring and blackish purple berries in early fall making it a 
great plant for attracting wildlife in the landscape. Avoid planting in 
open, windy or exposed sites due to tendency to wind burn or  summer 
drought. 



 

Bridalwreath Spirea 
Botanical name: Bridalwreath spirea 
 
Bridalwreath spirea (also commonly called bridalwreath) is an upright, 
clumping, deciduous shrub with arching branching. It typically grows 4-
8’ tall with a similar spread, often becoming somewhat open and leggy 
over time. It is particularly noted for its early spring bloom of double 
white flowers (each to 1/3” diameter) that appear in April in 3- to 6-
flowered clusters (stalkless corymbs) in an often profuse bloom along 
the bare branching prior to the emergence of the foliage. Small, elliptic 
to ovate, finely-toothed, shiny dark green leaves (to 1.5” long) are soft-
pubescent beneath. 



 

Star Magnolia 
Botanical name:  Magnolia stellata 
 
With showy, fragrant flowers, dark green leaves and striking gray bark, 
this hardy magnolia is a real standout. It thrives in nearly every location 
in the U.S. and works well as a single specimen or foundation planting. 
The star magnolia could be the landscape solution for backyard 
gardeners looking to add lovely spring interest to their spaces. This 
shrub is considered both a flowering shrub and an ornamental shrub.  It 
is typically planted for both its visual interest and profusion of spring 
flowers. 
 
The star magnolia grows to a height of 15–20' and  a 
spread of 10–15' at maturity. 



 

Red Buckeye 
Botanical name: Aesculus pavia 
 
Aesculus pavia, commonly called red buckeye, is a deciduous clump- 
forming shrub or small tree with an irregular rounded crown. It  typically 
grows 10-20’ tall. Showy, erect, 4-10” long panicles of red to orange-
red, narrow-tubular flowers appear in spring. Palmately compound, 
shiny, dark green leaves are attractive in spring and early summer, but 
usually begin to decline by August. Smooth, light brown, globular (1-2” 
diameter) seed capsules encase 1-3 shiny seeds called buckeyes that 
ripen in the fall. Seeds are poisonous and are avoided by most wildlife. 
Fall foliage color is unremarkable. Flowers are attractive to ruby-
throated hummingbirds and bloom in St. Louis at about the same time 
that the hummingbirds return to the area in spring migration. 
 
Genus name is the Latin name for a kind of oak bearing edible acorns 
but applied by Linnaeus to this genus.  



 
 
 
 

 

Smooth Hyadrangea Annabelle 
Botanical name: Hydrangea arborescens 
 
Hydrangea arborescens, commonly known as smooth hydrangea or 
wild hydrangea, is a loosely and widely branched deciduous shrub  that 
typically grows to 3-6’ (less frequently to 10’) tall. It is native to moist or 
rocky wooded slopes, ravines, streambanks and bluff bases from New 
York to Florida west to Iowa, Missouri, Oklahoma and Louisiana. Gray-
brown stems are clad with opposite, broad egg- shaped to rounded, 
sharply toothed, dark green leaves (2-6” long) with pale green 
undersides. Leaves turn yellow in fall. Tiny white fertile flowers bloom in 
May-July in flattened hairy clusters (corymbs  to 2-6”across). Scattered 
continuing flowering may occur throughout summer to September. A 
few large sterile flowers usually appear at the cluster margins (usually 
not enough for a quality lacecap effect). Flowers give way to dehiscent 
seed capsules which ripen in October- November. 



 

Laurel Variegata 
Botancial name: Aucuba japonica 
 
Aucuba japonica, commonly called spotted laurel, is a rounded, shade-
loving, evergreen shrub in the Garryaceae family, a small family that 
includes just two genera Garrya and Aucuba. It typically grows to 6-10' 
(infrequently to 15') tall, unless pruned shorter. Native to moist 
woodland areas, thickets, valleys and along streams from Japan and 
China to the Himalayas. Coreaceous (leathery), glossy, elliptic to 
narrow-ovate, medium to rich green leaves (each to 8” long) have 
coarse marginal teeth on the upper half of each leaf. Tiny purple-
maroon flowers with creamy white anthers bloom in early spring 
(March-April). Each flower has four sepals and four  petals. 



 

Summer Snowflake 
Botanical name: Viburnum plicatum 
 
Viburnum plicatum, commonly called Japanese snowball bush, is a 
dense, upright, multi-stemmed, deciduous shrub which produces 
snowball-like spherical inflorescences of sterile white flowers along its 
branches in spring. This species is sterile. 
Forma tomentosum, commonly called doublefile viburnum, is the fertile 
form that was discovered later in time than the sterile species.  It is a 
dense, multi-stemmed, deciduous shrub with distinctively tiered 
horizontal branching. It typically matures over time in a broad- rounded 
form to 8-10’ tall with a slightly larger spread. It is native to forests and 
thickets in China and Japan. Flowers bloom in late April- May in flat-
topped, lacecap-like clusters (each to 2-4” but less frequently to 6” 
wide) which extend along the  branches. 



 

Fairy Rose 
 
Today’s carefree landscaping shrub roses are descended from old 
roses known as polyanthas, named for their multiple blooms at the 
terminal ends of branches. One of the best of the old polyanthas, 
known as “The Fairy,” was introduced in 1832 and has produced a 
number of worthy offspring. The old girl herself is still widely planted 
because of her vigorous growth and reliable production of pink, fading 
to white, blooms from spring until winter’s first frost. The Fairy can be 
kept looking good with some attention during bloom and pruning in very 
early spring. 



 

Japanese Pieris 
Botanical name: Pieris japonica 
 
Pieris japonica is a broadleaf evergreen shrub that typically matures  to 
9-12’ tall with a dense, upright habit. It features drooping clusters 
(racemes to 6” long) of lily-of-the-valley-like white flowers in early 
spring. Serrulate, oblanceolate to obovate-oblong leaves (to 3.5”  long) 
emerge orange-bronze but mature to glossy dark green. Leaves are 
evergreen. Bead-like flower buds are set in late summer for the 
following year and provide winter interest and contrast to the evergreen 
foliage. Many cultivars are available featuring flowers in various shades 
of white, pink and deep rose. 
Synonymous with and sometimes sold as Andromeda japonica. Genus 
name is the name of one of the Greek  Muses. 
  



 
 

Butterfly Bush 
 
Buddleja, or Buddleia /ˈbʌdliːə/ (also historically given as Buddlea) 
commonly known as the butterfly bush[4] is a genus comprising over 
100 species of flowering plantsendemic to Asia, Africa, and the 
Americas. The generic name bestowed by Linnaeusposthumously 
honoured the Reverend Adam Buddle  (1662–1715), 
a botanist and rector in Essex, England, at the suggestion of Dr. 
William Houstoun. Houstoun sent the first plants to  become 
known to science as buddleja (B. americana) to England from the 
Caribbean about 15 years after Buddle's  death. 
  



 

Nandina or heavenly bamboo 
Botanical name: Nandina domestica Original to property, planted by 
WC Coker. 
 
Nandina domestica, commonly called heavenly bamboo, is a broadleaf 
evergreen shrub that is ornamentally grown for its interesting foliage 
and its often spectacular fruit display. It is native to Japan, China and 
India. Easily grown in average, medium moisture, well-drained soils in 
full sun to part shade. Some tolerance for full shade, but foliage often 
grows best in full sun with some afternoon shade. Tolerates a wide 
range of soils, but prefers moist humus ones. Best fruiting occurs when 
grown in groups.  Single specimens may fruit poorly. This shrub is 
evergreen in the warm winter climates of USDA Zones 8-10. 
 
 
 



 

Winter Daphne 
Botanical name: Daphne odora 
 
Daphne odora (winter daphne) is a species of flowering plant in the 
familyThymelaeaceae, native to China, Japan and Korea. It is an 
evergreen shrub, grown for its very fragrant, fleshy, pale-pink, tubular 
flowers, each with 4 spreading lobes, and for  its 
glossy foliage. It rarely fruits, producing red berries after flowering. The 
Latin specific epithet odora means "fragrant" 



 

Pecan Tree 
Botanical name: Daphne odora 
Original to property; planted by WC Coker. 
 
"Carya illinoinensis, commonly called hardy pecan, is a large deciduous 
lowland tree that is the largest of the hickories. It typically grows 75-
100’ (infrequently to 150’) tall with a large rounded spreading crown. 
Trunks mature to 2-4’ in diameter. It is native from Iowa, Illinois, Indiana 
and Ohio south to Alabama and Mexico, being primarily found in the 
Mississippi River valley and the valleys of its principal tributaries. Pecan 
features medium green, odd-pinnate, compound leaves, with each leaf 
having 9-17 pointed  leaflets. 
Leaflets range from 2-7” long. Leaves mature to yellow green in 
summer, eventually turning yellow brown in fall." http:// 
www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/ 
PlantFinderDetails.aspx?kempercode=a852 

http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/


 

Oakleaf Hydrangea 
Botanical name: Hydrangea quercifolia  
Planted in 1994 during initial restoration. 
 
Hydrangea quercifolia, commonly called oak leaf hydrangea, is an 
upright, broad-rounded, suckering, multi-stemmed, deciduous shrub 
that typically grows 4-6' (less frequently to 8') tall. It is native to bluffs, 
moist woods, ravines and stream banks from Georgia to Florida to 
Louisiana. It is noted for producing pyramidal panicles of white flowers 
in summer on exfoliating branches clad with large, 3-7 lobed, oak-like, 
dark green leaves. Easily grown in organically rich, medium moisture, 
well-drained soils in full sun to part shade. Appreciates a summer 
mulch which helps retain soil moisture. Bloom occurs on old wood. 
Prune after flowering (little pruning is usually needed however). Prune 
out weak or winter-damaged stems in early spring. 



 

American Beech 
 

Carolina Cherry Laurel 



 

Carolina Hemlock 
 
 

 

Live Oak 
 


