
 
 
    Chapel Hill Spring Garden Tour 
      Committee Meeting Minutes 
           September 22, 2015 
       
 
Present: Mary Arnold, Carol Candler, Debbie DiSabatino, Christine Ellestad, Ty Elliott, 
Susan Hausmann, Louise Law, Daphne Little, Ruth Little, Daphne McLeod, Anne 
Montgomery, Char Thomann, Amanda Watlington, Debbie West, Donna Worcester 
 
Ty opened the meeting with a discussion of promotional material, calling attention to 
use of the lovely iris from Gail’s garden that was photographed by Barbara Clare. 
 
Christine arrived to the announcement that she has secured the sponsor: I Must 
Garden. 
 
Ruth has been working on social media publicity, and said there have been some 248 
“hits” already.  Ty noted that the social media crescendo should occur in March and 
April. 
 
Noted: Barbara Clare has done a grand job on the recently published Newsletter. 
  Char sent a very helpful communication about club events. 
 
Discussion turned to the “save the date” card, and the need to get sponsors confirmed 
and notify Ruth, Ty, Beth and Daphne M. 
 
Ty and Christine will have a conference call with Lillian to discuss selling tickets at the 
two community centers and the Seymour Senior Center. 
 
Anne will contact Sue Tiedeman and the two will work out plans with Chapel Hill 
Country Club for offering a nice lunch for Tour patrons on one or both days.  They will 
let Amanda know details. 
 
Amanda explained her work with EventBright.  She has had good experiences with this 
vendor and recommends using them.  They offer a 2.5 percent use charge for 501C3 
organizations, and they will transfer money to our bank account within five days after 
the event.  It will be possible to do an on-line charge for sales at the door.  Amanda 
asked everyone to go to the EventBright site and look at events in the Triangle area.  
They are connected to social media, and they offer a very search-friendly page that 
includes a map.  We should be able to sell vouchers for tickets by Thanksgiving.  This 
voucher will be exchanged for a ticket on tour days or once the tour tickets are printed 
and available. 
 



A group discount for 10 or more people will be $20 per person.  EventBright will be 
used for credit card charges on site.  Tickets are $25 in advance until midnight on April 
29.  Tickets are $35 on tour days.  In all instances, a buyer using a credit card will pay 
the service charge. 
 
“Advance” tickets must be purchased no later than Friday preceding the tour.  Group 
discount sales will be available on-line only. 
 
Mary and Daphne Little will provide Amanda descriptive informaton on gardens. 
 
Ty explained that there is one garden that exhibits maintenance problems.  Gail has 
scheduled a meeting for next week with the owner to discuss concerns. 
 
Gail and Ty are looking for another garden inasmuch as an additional garden is needed. 
 
For those interested in learning to use Instagram, there will be a session following this 
meeting to help get started. 
 
Web site - Needs to provide current information no later than the time the “save the 
date” cards are distributed.  October 22 - date  the “new” information for 2016 
should be used in all materials.  This date coincides with the District Meeting and the 
cards are to be included in each attendee's goodie bag. 
 
Publicity - print ads...Char explained that the three publications previously used 
(Southern Neighbor, Triangle Gardener, Carolina Gardener) cost close to $500 each for 
ads.  Conclusion: no plans to place ads, but will try to leverage publicity by getting a 
plug frm sponsors through their email blasts and newsletters to their clients.  
Information will be placed with the Visitors’ Bureau and Parks and Recreation soon. 
 
Minutes of the April 22 meeting were approved as distributed.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 3:46. 
 
 
 
Anne J. Montgomery 
Tour Committee Secretary 
 
 
 
 


