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Chapel Hill Garden Club Board Meeting, November 3, 2015 

Present: Char Thomann, Mary Arnold, Barbara Clare, Anna DeConti, Debbie DiSabatino, Ty 

Elliott, Sarah Laish, Jane Lamm, Louise Law, Darlene Pomroy, Vicki Scott, Sue Tiedemann. 

Absent: Jinny Marino, Daphne McLeod, Anne Montgomery, Heidi Sawyer-Clark, Donna 

Worcester. 

President Char Thomann, called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.  

The Board unanimously approved the minutes of the October BOD meeting.  

A motion was made to make a contribution of $100 to NCBG in the name of the speaker at the 

October General Meeting. The motion received one yea, and the rest nay votes. 

A motion was made to give a donation to the NCBG in honor of all speakers who decline to 

accept an honorarium in May. The motion passed unanimously. 

Treasurer’s Report: Anna DeConti presented the Treasurer’s report, which was accepted 

unanimously. As of October 31, 2015 the club had a bank balance of $16,963.12.  

 Anna also passed out a statement about the finances of the Chapel Hill Spring Garden 

Tour, with commentary by Ty Elliott, who reported that ad revenue would be sharply up 

in the next report, since ad sales are going very well. The Tour’s bank balance on October 

31, 2015 was $2,075.42. 

 Char reported that the minutes of the September and October General Meetings will be 

presented for approval by members at the November General Meeting. Char will send out 

the minutes for approval to the membership, and also will send the Treasurer’s reports to 
them, as a point of information.  

Membership: Debbie DiSabatino reported that membership is now up to 123. She noted that new 

members are coming through current members and through the club’s website.  

 Char will send new members’ contact information through email to members. Barbara 

Clare suggested that photos and brief bios of new members be included in the newsletter, 

and also posted on Char’s bulletin board at General Meetings. Debbie will ask for a brief 

bio, including past garden club affiliation, on the new member application form.  

 All new members (members are defined as new members for the first 12 months they are 

members – used to be first two years), will be called forward and introduced at the 

Holiday Tea this year.  

 In the interest of increasing membership diversity and participation, there was discussion 

about the desirability of broadening the club’s outreach, to demonstrate that all are 

welcome. Actions that will be taken include concerted outreach to all people who come 

to meetings, concerted greeting of new members at their second meeting, and the use of 

gender-neutral language. Debbie will recruit board members to help her with this. Anna 

DeConti will tell Debbie which members have not picked up a yearbook yet, and Debbie 

will be in touch with them. There will be outreach to Keith Larkin and Diane Staton. On 

a bi-monthly schedule, Char will snail mail the newsletter and minutes to members who 

do not use email. 
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 The board discussed the club’s policy of not using members’ contact information to 

solicit business, and the need to make this clear to new members, as relevant.  

Hospitality: Special Events: Sarah Laish reported that all purchases but a few have been made for 
the Holiday Tea, and that the cost to date is $393.  

 There is an updated notebook for the Holiday Tea, with some photos still to come.  

 Four new members signed up to do flower arrangements for the tea – three of them are in 

Betsy Nininger’s Floral Design class.  

 Sarah passed around a lovely new notebook for the Fall Coffee.  

 A motion to increase the budget for the Holiday Tea by $100 was approved unanimously. 

Corresponding Secretary: Jane Lamm gave a report on the cards the club has sent since last 

month: Marguerite Hutchins (95th birthday), Nina Forsyth (get well), and the family of Kai Mei 

Parks, founder and proprietor of Camellia Forest, whose memorial service will be held at NCBG 
on November 15 at 2 PM.  

 Jane submitted a report with all the cards she has sent to date. 

 Jane will be getting notecards printed.  

Chapel Hill Spring Garden Tour: Ty Elliot reported that things are going very well and are on 
track.  

 Ad sales are going very well under the direction of Gail Norwood.  

 Ruth Little is doing amazing things with social media.  

 Electronic tickets go on sale December 1, aided by Beth Haskell’s great design skills.  

 Christine Ellestad keeps coming up with wonderful, original ideas to execute.   

 The 20 committee members are at work, keeping Ty and Char very busy.  

Hospitality: General Meetings: Barbara Clare reported that speaker Chip Konrad remarked  on all 

the good questions and how great the audience was at the club’s October General Meeting. 

Char reported that on November 12 at 1 PM the club will be moving our things to a new storage 
space at NCBG. 

Field Trips: Char gave a reminder about the field trip to Camellia Forest on November 10th at 10 
am. Anna Berry will confirm that the trip will take place. 

Horticulture: Char encouraged board members to bring vegetation of interest to the November 17 

General Meeting. 

Community Service: Vicki Scott and Sue Tiedemann reported that the downtown bed has been 

cleaned up (perennials trimmed), planted with pansies and Mondo grass, and mulched for the 

winter. However, it still needs to be watered throughout the winter. There was a request for 

volunteers to help Linda do this.  

 The beds at the Stratford and Freedom House were planted with pansies. The Stratford 

provided mulch this year. The annuals still need to be removed at Freedom House. 
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 The grand opening at Ronald McDonald House is November 13th. There is supposed to 

be a club volunteer planting day prior to that date. The club is still waiting for mulch, 

which Ronald McDonald House says it will provide. Vicki reported that the club’s garden 

looks the best of any there, with Phlox and Butterfly bush blooming. There is a marker 
now with the club’s name. 

There was talk about a happy hour on December 1. 

Website: Louise mentioned a need for member photos for the website. 

Char will inform members of an opportunity to go on an overnight field trip to the Philadelphia 
Flower Show, March 6-8.  

Floral Design: Anna reported that Betsy Nininger’s class had made beautiful arrangements.  

 Board members were encouraged to send photos of their arrangements to Ruth Little, for 

posting on social media.  

There being no further business, Char adjourned the meeting at 11:30 am.   

Respectfully Submitted, 

Mary Arnold, Recording Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 


