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Chapel Hill Garden Club Board Meeting September 1, 2015 

Present: Char Thomann, Mary Arnold, Barbara Clare, Debbie DiSabatino, Ty Elliott, Sarah 

Laish, Louise Law, Jinny Marino, Daphne McLeod, Anne Montgomery, Darlene Pomroy, Heidi 

Sawyer-Clark, Vicki Scott, Sue Tiedeman, Donna Worcester. 

Absent: Anna DeConti, Jane Lamm  

The President, Char Thomann, called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. with the following general 

announcements:  

 Welcome and thank you to members for serving. 
 Christine Ellestad’s mother died recently. CHGC will send a condolence card. 

Char introduced First Vice President Donna Worcester, who said she was looking forward to a 
nice year. 

Char introduced Second Vice President, Programs Barbara Clare who reported: 

 September 29 - Fall Coffee 

 October 27 - Chip Konrad: Future Climate of the Carolinas 

 November 17 - Debbie Roos: Creating Your Own Pollinator Garden 

 December 15 – Holiday Tea at Debbie West’s home 

 January 26 – Brie Arthur: Woody Winter Wonderland 

 February 23 – Larry and Lee Newlin: Farm to Table 

 March 29 – Steve Taras: Bring Spring Inside 

 April 26 - Dr. Barbara Fair: Beautiful “No Mow” Lawns 

 May 24 - Dr. Damon Waitt: Conservation Gardens in the 21st Century 

 June 7 – Picnic at Barbara Clare’s home 

Newsletter: Char introduced Barbara Clare, who asked for articles or clipping for the club’s 

award-winning newsletter, which will be published online each month one week before the 

general meeting. Debbie DiSabatino suggested brief articles about new members. The deadline 

for submission of materials for the newsletter is two weeks before the general meeting. These 

dates are as follows: 

 September 15 

 October 13 

 November 3 

 December 1 

 January 12 

 February 9 

 March 15 

 April 12 

 May 10 

 May 24 

Correspondence: Char requested that members ask Corresponding Secretary Jane Lamm to send 
out cards from the club as occasions arise.    
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District 9 Rep: Char introduced Anne Montgomery, the club’s representative to District 9.  Char 

reported that the District 9 meeting will take place on October 22 in Durham, and that she will 

send out details to members. Char and Anne will attend. All club members are welcome and 
encouraged to attend. The registration form is on The Garden Club of North Carolina website.  

Parliamentary Procedure: Char introduced Diane Pomroy, Parliamentarian. 

Minutes: Char introduced Mary Arnold, Recording Secretary, who will take minutes at general 

and board meetings and send them to the President. Anne Montgomery volunteered to take 

minutes at the Fall Coffee, in M. Arnold’s absence.  

Websites: Louise Law was introduced by Char, and gave a report on the club’s two websites, 

which may be combined in the future. Ruth Little supports this, as does Susie Moffat. Mary 

Arnold suggested checking with Amanda Watlington about this, and also about how to ensure 

that Google searches yield the desired result. Both websites will become .org websites soon, a 

change from the one that is .net now. Ty Elliott suggested buying the .com domain name also, to 

avoid having another organization take it and create difficulties for the club. Louise Law has reset 

the passwords for password protected areas of the club’s website. The Board’s 2015-2016 

password is 2015BoardMinutes. The general membership password is Garden1931club. The 
passwords will be announced at the Fall Coffee and also emailed to members. 

Social Media: Daphne McLeod showed members the club’s Facebook page, and encouraged 

members who are on Facebook to like the page and invite their Facebook friends to like it. 

Members suggested a tutorial for those who are not on Facebook. Daphne McLeod pointed out 

that you don’t have to be a member to view the club’s page. Char reported that Ruth Little has the 

Spring Garden Tour up on Twitter, Instagram, and Pinterest. Ty Elliott encouraged members to 

download the Instagram app and help create traffic for the Tour.  

Treasurer’s Report: Char reported that Anna DeConti, the club’s Treasurer can never attend an 

afternoon meeting on the first Tuesday of the month due to a prior board commitment. Members 

decided to hold club meetings in the morning instead. Char will check on the availability of the 

conference room at NCBG at that time.  Jinny Marino presented the treasurer’s report, dated 8-

31-15. There was revenue of $245, and expenses of $576.38, resulting in a balance of $18,438.01 
in the club’s treasury. 

Awards: Char introduced Heidi Sawyer-Clark, who strongly encouraged members to bring 

forward projects for which she will apply for awards. The club received awards for all four 

applications submitted last year: newsletter, yearbook, Spring Garden Tour website, and Spring 
Garden Tour. The newsletter also won a national award.  

2016 Spring Garden Tour: Char introduced Ty Elliott, Chair of the Spring Garden Tour, who 

reported that an iris from Gail Norwood’s garden has been chosen as the tour’s poster flower, and 

that a letter will be going out soon to the tour hosts to encourage preparation of the six gardens 

that have been selected for the tour. Ty Elliot mentioned that there are fewer gardens this year 

than on past tours, and that the committee is seeking an additional garden as a possible substitute 

in case that becomes necessary. Ty Elliot reported that there will a sign up table for garden guides 
for the tour at the September meeting. 

Community Relations: Char reported that Lilane Komlos is heading up Community Relations, 

attending Chamber of Commerce meetings for the club. 
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Community Service: Char introduced Community Service Co-chairs Vicki Scott and Sue 

Tiedeman, who reported that three couples have taken on the Ronald McDonald House project: 

Susan Hausmann (Bill), Marianne McAuley (Dave), and Sandy Wall (Bill). These volunteers are 

meeting with V. Scott and S. Tiedeman next Monday morning about the September 22 planting. 

Keith Larkin is meeting with the co-chairs on Tuesday to discuss design (and they will ask him to 

renew his club membership). There has been an offer of a bench. Heidi Sawyer-Clark volunteered 

to head up the Stratford site. Freedom House has its new sign and a garden there has been 

renewed by club members. Members watered the Downtown planter all summer. Anna DeConti 

meets with new owners of Habitat for Humanity houses, gives them tools, and discusses what 

kind of plants they want. Habitat donates the plant materials. V. Scott reported that club member 
Delight Allen’s philanthropy was mentioned in an article in the Daily Tarheel.  

History: Char reported that Jennifer Runquist is doing the history book this year.  

Field Trips: Char reported on field trips arranged by Anna Berry:  

 October 8 – John and Connie Perotti’s garden 

 October 21, 5:30 PM – Chatham Mill’s Pollinator Garden 

 November 10, 10 AM – Camellia Forest followed by tea at the Honeysuckle Tea House 

 May, TBD – Best Body Mechanics for Gardeners, outdoors at Anna’s house. Offered to 

members by Shin Yiing Yeung for a fee. Ms. Yeung teaches at Giving Tree Yoga on 
Homestead Road. 

Floral Design: Char reported that Betsy Nininger will offer Floral Workshop One and Floral 

Design Guild. There will be a sign up at the Fall Coffee.  

Hospitality: Char reported that members of this year’s Hospitality Committee members are Char 

Thoman, Anne Montgomery, Gil Roberts, Anna Berry, and Debbie DiSabatino. There is no chair. 

The committee will pitch in to serve coffee, tea, and water at meetings. Except for special 

meetings, like the Fall Coffee, there will not be food. Because of restrictions about generating 

trash at NCBG, there will be no silverware, and Char will purchase cloth tablecloths. Everything 
must be compostable. Aislinn Spain is the new NCBG Event Manager.  

Special Events: Char introduced Sarah Laish, who will chair special events, including the Fall 

Coffee. Sarah Laish reported that members must bring food to such special events at NCBG on a 

“carry in, carry out” plate. She asked that Board members come to the Fall Coffee with their food 

a few minutes early. Members should keep in mind that food has to be able to be eaten by hand or 

with a toothpick. There will be no silverware. There will be a sign up table for the Holiday Tea at 

the Fall Coffee. The Community Service co-chairs also requested a table at the Fall Coffee.  Bitty 

Holton will do the Friendship Bouquet using members’ contributions. Jane Lamm and Nina 

Forsyth will help to get oasis and a container. The bouquet will be donated to Ronald McDonald 

House. It was suggested that Bitty Holton's creation of the bouquet be filmed. Jinny Marino will 

pick out something from the bouquet as a plant of interest to explain to members at the meeting. 

There will be an invitation to have lunch together at City Kitchen after this and other club 
meetings this year, with special outreach to new members.  

Membership: Char introduced Debbie DiSabatino, who reported that new members will get 

yellow tags and that there will be a new box to store names tags this year. She will send new 

member reports to Barbara Clare for the newsletter.  Debbie DiSabatino requested the help of 

board members in welcoming new members at the sign in table at the Fall Coffee and other 
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general meetings. Beth Hurd and Debbie West will be asked to help. Other board members 
should pitch in and help, as they are able to do so.   

Nominating Committee: Char reported that Gil Roberts is chair of the nominating committee this 

year. 

Photography: Char introduced Daphne McLeod as the club’s photographer.  

Yearbook: Char reported that she and Barbara Clare had produced the yearbook, cost ~$400.  

The Garden Club of North Carolina: Heidi Sawyer-Clark offered The Garden Club of North 
Carolina calendars for sale at $10.  

Youth Garden Club: Char reported that Heidi Sawyer-Clark will chair a Youth Garden Club. 

Heidi Sawyer-Clark reported that she has produced a new handbook and that it only takes five 

children to have a club. 

International Outreach: Char reported that County Farm Perennials Travel Group from Australia 

will stay at The Fearrington House Inn and tour Gail Norwood’s garden in October. The group 
made a $100 donation to the NCBG.  

Char reported that the October meeting will be at Heidi Sawyer-Clark’s house in the morning.  

There being no further business, Char adjourned the meeting at 3:00 PM.   

Respectfully Submitted, 

Mary Arnold, Recording Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 


