
 1 

Chapel Hill Garden Club Board Meeting, October 4, 2016 

Present: Char Thomann, Mary Arnold, Sandy Bentley, Barbara Clare, Anna DeConti, 

Debbie DiSabatino, Christine Ellestad, Sarah Laish, Louise Law, Ruth Little, Jinny 

Marino, Anne Montgomery, Betsy Nininger, Jennifer Schmidt, Vicki Scott. 

Absent: Anna Berry, Jane Lamm, Daphne McLeod, Gail Norwood, Gill Roberts, Heidi 

Sawyer-Clark, Sue Tiedeman, Debbie West, Donna Worcester. 

President Char Thomann called the meeting to order at 10 a.m. Jinny Marino moved and 

Anne Montgomery seconded approval of the minutes of the September meeting. The 

motion passed unanimously.  

Treasurer’s Report, Audit: Anna DeConti presented a revised Treasurer’s report for 

August. As of June 30, 2016, the club had a bank balance of $24,791.76. As of August 

31, 2016, the club had a bank balance of $24,827.25. As previously reported, July and 

August 2016 revenue was $105.00, and there were $69.51 in expenses. As of 

September 30, 2016, the club had a bank balance of $24,006.10. Total revenue for 

September was $0 and total expenses were $821.15.   

Anna DeConti reported that the CPA who is doing the club’s audit is making very useful 

suggestions about record keeping, including the use of binders and Quicken.  

Membership: Debbie DiSabatino reported address corrections for three members: 

Jennifer Schmidt, 409 Perry Creek Drive (not Road); Sarah Laish, 516 Red Bud Road 

(Red Bud is two words); Ellen Cuttler’s email is ellen.cuttler@gmail.com.  

Louise Law will add a question about helping with the Tour and serving on the Board of 

Directors to the new member form. Debbie West is helping Debbie DiSabatino with 

membership.  

There were 50 members and guests at the Fall Coffee on September 27, 2016, with two 

new members: Ann Willis, friend of Sue Tiedeman, and Susan DeBartolo, friend of Char 

Thomann. Debbie DiSabatino thanked all who helped with set-up and cleanup. Board 

Members were encouraged to engage with new members at social events for fun, and 

also to engage new members in future club activities. Social events are not “fluff”. They 

are opportunities to encourage engagement in the club and friendships that result in 

active participation by new members in the work of the club, such as the Tour.  

Debbie DiSabatino offered corrected information about membership. There were 23 new 

members from September 2015 to June 2016, with 117 paid members during the 2015-

2106 club year. There were 10 new members from September 2014 to June 2015. 

There were 16 new members from September 2013 to June 2014.  
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Club History: Char Thomann thanked Historian Sandy Bentley for taking the job. Sandy 

asked members for photos that are important to save as part of the history of the club. 

She reported that members need to weed out and provide the important photos. Char 

Thomann will include this request in the meeting reminder. There is a budget for the 

Historian to print photographs.  

Ways and Means: Sarah Laish reported on printing cars from Tour photos, and Daphne 

McLeod’s and Susan Hausmann’s paintings. Sarah Laish reported that she and BJ 

Vogel had created teacup and lavender and lavender sachet gifts using beautiful, 

donated materials. Sarah Kingman hand-painted the sachets. Jinny Marino moved that 

the club thank the Ways and Means Committee for their generous donations and work 

on this fundraiser, that we accept their recommendation that these items be offered for 

sale at the November meeting, and that this will be the only fundraiser during the 2015-

2016 club year except for the Auction at the Annual Picnic. Vicki Scott seconded the 

motion. After discussion the motion passed unanimously. Sarah Laish told the board that 

the teacups and sachets that don’t sell will be returned to the donors. Board members 

responded positively to President Char Thomann’s recommendation that the Auction at 

the Picnic be conducted as a silent auction. Board members expressed that a silent 

auction would allow more time for socializing freely with other members. 

Parliamentarian, Anne Montgomery: Policies and procedures are being updated re. 

the club’s donations after the death of a member. Members were seeking information 

about Dot Basnight’s service. Gail Norwood is writing something about Dot Basnight for 

the newsletter and she will ask where the family want to direct the club’s donation in 

Dot’s honor. The issue of the Auction at the picnic will be revisited. Life member 

recognition is another issue. In the past Life Member recognition has not included 

certificates.  

Awards: Jennifer Schmidt reported that she had submitted the award for the Yearbook 

to the District. Char Thomann and Mary Arnold praised the award application. Jennifer 

Schmidt reported that other award applications are due on December 1, 2016. Possible 

award applications will include applications for the Holiday Tea meeting decorations, the 

Hummingbird Garden at Ronald McDonald House, and Social Media for the club and the 

Tour. 

Floral Design: Betsy Nininger report that the Small Flower Show will be held at the 

NCBG on May 23 during the club’s May meeting. The club will set up on May 22. Judges 

will judge on Monday. The club will advertise the flower show. The speaker for the May 

meeting, Thomas Rainer, will draw a crowd. The budget for the flower show is under 

discussion and may be ready for the November BOD meeting. It will include taking the 

judges to lunch and possibly buying ribbons. Mary Arnold encouraged the purchase of 

ribbons as an enhancement to photos of the event. There is $300 in the club’s budget for 

the flower show. Betsy Nininger mentioned asking Chris Williamson to help. Invasives 

are an issue and Chris is very knowledgeable. Betsy Nininger reported that the purposes 



 3 

of the show are to give the club’s members opportunities to display their design skills 

and to have fun. Betsy Nininger passed out information about the Small Flower Show 

workshops. Workshop dates are: January 10, 2017: The Parallel, March 14: Table 

Settings with flower arrangement; and April 4: Small Design. All workshops will run from 

1-3 PM and will be held in one of the “C” classrooms at NCBG. Members should call or 

email Betsy Nininger for details.  

Betsy Nininger reported that Workshop 1 dates are: October 11: Required Orientation; 

November 8: The Oval Design; December 6: The Crescent Design; January 10, 2017: 

The Parallel Design; February 7: The Modern Mass Design.  

Betsy Nininger reported that Workshop 2 (open to all members who have some 

experience with flower design) dates are: October 18: The Hogarth Curve; January 24, 

2017: Abstract Creative; June 13: Creative Design made with a found object. 

Betsy Nininger reported that 8 or 9 new people plus flower design alums are coming 

back into this year’s workshops, and that Aislinn Spain, Facilities and Events Manager at 

NCBG has been wonderful to work with.  

Nominating Committee: Betsy Nininger told the board that new people are needed for 

the Executive Committee this year. She asked Board Members to email her suggestions 

about who should replace you. Also, current board members may change positions. The 

Committee is meeting in October and the slate of nominees will be presented in 

February. The election will take place at the March meeting.  

Youth Garden: Char Thomann reported that Heidi Sawyer-Clark is making progress.  

Website: Louise Law continues to update the club’s website. 

Hospitality: There will be tables at the October general meeting for Membership, 

Holiday Tea, Community Service, Small Flower Show/Floral Design, Yearbook, Club 

History (Sandy Bentley will have a box for donations of photos, press clippings, and 

other archival materials), and Horticulture. Christine Ellestad will speak to Amanda 

Watlington about speaking about how to garden in ways that aid bees during Jinny 

Marino’s regular Horticulture discussion at every general meeting. Amanda has been a 

beekeeper, as well as a gardener.  

There being no further business, Char adjourned the meeting at 11:15 AM.  

Respectfully Submitted, Mary Arnold, Recording Secretary 


