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Chapel Hill Garden Club Board Meeting, October 3, 2017 

Present: Jane Lamm, Mary Arnold, Anna Berry, Barbara Clare, Maggie Conger, Susan 
DeBartolo, Anna DeConti, Debbie DiSabatino Sarah Kingan, Sarah Laish, Louise Law, 
Ruth Little, Anne Montgomery, Betsy Nininger, Joan O’Brien, Heidi Sawyer-Clark, Vicki 
Scott, Amanda Watlington, Debbie West. 

Minutes of the May Meeting: President Jane Lamm called the meeting to order at 10 
a.m. Sarah Laish moved and Amanda Watlington seconded approval of the minutes of 
the September 2017 BOD meeting. The motion passed unanimously. 

Treasurer’s Report: Joan O’Brien passed out a report that stated that the club’s bank 
balance was $16,194.52 in August, and $15,606.96 in September. She reported $80 in 
income and $667.56 in expenses for September.  

Committee Reports 

Corresponding Secretary: Jane Lamm reported for Bonnie Olbrich that Kay Irish had 
died and Hilda Patterson’s grandson also had died.  

Hospitality: Jane Lamm thanked Maggie Conger for the Past President’s lunch and 
she thanked Debbie DiSabatino and Susan DeBartolo for the Fall Coffee. Jane Lamm 
gave special thanks from the board to Susan DeBartolo for making coffee at home for 
the General Meetings. 

Membership: Debbie West reported that at the Fall Coffee on Sept  26, 2017,  we had 
5 guests. Melissa Mahaney and Caroline Lloyd joined that day. Casey Collins, Marlene 
Silvagni and her daughter Michelle Bergin came as guests.  

Debbie West reported that she has been working on the New Member lunch which will 
be held on Oct 26 at BJ Vogel's house from noon to 2 pm. She has a proposed menu 
and sent around a sign-up sheet for Board members to pick the items they wish to bring. 
The new membership packets will be going out. Heidi Sawyer-Clark reported that she 
will give NCBG membership information to Debbie West to include in the packet. Debbie 
West reported that we have eleven new members we are inviting at this point. She 
reported that she is sending out invitations the week of October 1, 2017, and that 
anyone who joins in the next few weeks will be sent an invitation.  

New members are: Chris Smith, Zita Dauler, Susan Jewett, Linda Patchett, Kathy 
Mason, Ariana Mangum, Bonnie Milam, Patricia Van Olinda, Christine Lloyd, Melissa 
Mahaney, Lynn Lang. 

Debbie West reported that she sent out several emails about the new members, address 
corrections and the luncheon, and asked that if anyone else needs to be on those emails 
and did not receive one, to please let her know.  

Programs: The committee, Anna Berry and Ruth Little, reported on a program Betsy 
Nininger is going to offer that will take place at the November General Meeting, on the 
Tuesday after Thanksgiving, in response to the member survey, which showed that 
members want more interaction. Members will be assigned to tables and they and their 
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partners will create floral designs that will be donated to hospitals and other facilities. It 
will be a wonderful opportunity to get to know other members.   

Social Media: Ruth Little encouraged Board Members to sign up for the club’s 
Facebook page and to invite their friends in order to increase the club’s networking 
reach. Daphne McLeod manages the club’s Facebook page. Ruth Little passed out step-
by-step directions for Facebook. Ruth Little also gave Board Members a Twitter tutorial 
about how to create tweets. The idea is for members to create tweets and then email 
them to Ruth Little for posting on behalf of the club. Tweets sent to Ruth Little should be 
no more than 140 characters in length, including spaces, have a title (e.g., “Today at the 
NC Botanical Garden”), include the common name and Latin name of any plant that is 
featured, and have up to four photos attached. Ruth Little stressed the need for many 
members to participate in creating posts. Her email address is 
mommapudding@gmail.com 

Chapel Hill Garden Club Tour: Anna DeConti reported that the first press went out 
to Chapel Hill Parks and Recreation, after work over the summer by writers Daphne 
Little and Mary Arnold. Barbara Clare has been selecting photos. The Tour is going to 
print 100 postcards to help committees that are publicizing the tour and gaining 
sponsors. Damon Waitts asked that the Coker Arboretum be added to the Tour, and that 
is being done. The Prelude Party at which hosts will be honored is taking place on April 
26, 2018. The cost of tickets will be $25 this time.  

Floral Design: Betsy Nininger reported that there were no sign ups for Workshop 1.  

Field Trips: Debbie DiSabatino reported that 10 people were signed up for yoga in 
Anna Berry’s garden on October 5, 2017. She passed around the sign up sheet. The 
cost of the class is $15.  

Archives, Club History: Amanda Watlington is rewriting the job description for the 
club historian.  

Jane Lamm said the new club history written by Gail Norwood will be ready for the 
October meeting. The Board discussed how many copies to print. The decision was to 
print 150 in black and white.  

Newsletter: Barbara Clare announced that the deadline for the newsletter will be 
October 15, 2017. She discussed how to promote the Tour issue by issue.  

State Meeting, District 9 Meeting: Heidi Sawyer-Clark announced that there is a 
meeting of the 25 clubs in District 9 on October 18, 2017, from 9 am - 2:30 pm. She 
asked those interested in going to contact her about carpooling. The meeting will be held 
at the Mebane Arts & Community Center. The cost is $30, which covers lunch. There will 
be bulbs for sale.  

Heidi-Sawyer Clark reported on how our club will be handling organization and finances 
for the State Meeting on April 15-17, 2018. Our club is responsible for that meeting. She 
reported that District 9 members will participate and that activities requiring special 
spaces will have to pay the cost of those additional facilities, such as a conference room 
for a flower show. At the October District meeting she plans to engage members of 
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District 9 in planning and hosting the meeting, and requested help from other Board 
Members in this task.  

Community Service: Vicki Scott reported that Ronald McDonald House had offered 
three different garden spaces to the club, but because there was no source of water at 
any of them she and Susan Hausman had declined on the club’s behalf to plant gardens 
there. They did this after they had seen the available spaces.  

Sarah Kingan has taken over stewardship of the downtown planter, and is planning a 
replanting on October 11. She has four volunteers lined up, and Chris Williamson is 
making recommendation about what to plant.  

Heidi Sawyer-Clark invited members to come to the Stratford on October 13, 2017 at 
8:30 am to remove existing vegetation and replant the beds with ornamental grasses 
that will provide both winter and summer interest. 

Website: Louise Law informed Board Members that the new club password is 
“designS” and the Board password is “H:fy5P” 

New Business 

Ruth Little moved and Amanda Watlington seconded a motion to have visible recognition 
for members who participate, such as a sticker affixed to their name tag, as a way of 
promoting participation, getting members to join in. There was discussion about how the 
money for the recognition items might come from the President’s budget. The motion 
was tabled and will be studied by Ruth Little and Daphne McLeod.    

Sara Laish asked why the new member luncheon was on a Thursday instead of a 
Tuesday. Jane Lamm reported that there was a Tour meeting and other conflicts on 
Tuesdays in October. 

Adjournment: Sarah Laish moved and Barbara Clare seconded that the meeting be 
adjourned. There being no further business, Jane Lamm adjourned the meeting at 11:40 
a.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mary Arnold, Recording Secretary 


