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Chapel Hill Garden Club Board Meeting, November 1, 2016 

Present: Char Thomann, Mary Arnold, Sandy Bentley, Barbara Clare, Anna DeConti, 

Christine Ellestad, Sarah Laish, Jane Lamm, Louise Law, Jinny Marino, Anne 

Montgomery, Betsy Nininger, Heidi Sawyer-Clark, Jennifer Schmidt, Vicki Scott, Sue 

Tiedeman. 

Absent: Anna Berry, Debbie Disabatino, Ruth Little, Gail Norwood, Debbie West, Donna 

Worcester  

President Char Thomann, called the meeting to order at 10 a.m. Sarah Laish moved and 

Anna DeConti seconded approval of the minutes of the October meeting. The motion 

passed unanimously.  

Treasurer’s Report, Audit: Anna DeConti reported that on October 31, 2016, the club 

had a bank balance of $24,012.61. Revenue was $105.00 and expenses were $98.49. 

Year-to-date expenses are $989.15 and Year-to-date revenue is $210.00. 

Membership: Char Thomann reported two new members joined (we’re waiting on one 

check) at the October meeting and encouraged members to chat with new members at 

the General Meetings.  

Website: Louise Law reported that the new password to access the Board’s area of the 

website is 2017directors. The general membership password is TOTTEN.  

Newsletter: Char Thomann asked members to send articles to Barbara Clare. Barbara 

Clare said the deadline would be a week before the General Meeting.  

Club History: Club Historian Sandy Bentley will keep copies of the Newsletter (from 

Kinkos) in the club’s history. Jane Lamm suggested sending Sandy Bentley and Barbara 

Clare (newsletter) photos of the Past President’s Tea, Community Service events, Floral 

Design workshops.  

Programs: Brie Arthur will speak about “Woody Winter Wonderland.” She is a TV 

personality. She is not charging a fee, but will bring plants to sell. There was discussion 

about that and about purchasing plants for the Ronald McDonald House Hummingbird 

Garden and the Stratford House.  

Ways and Means: Sarah Laish reported on the club’s sole fundraiser this year, which 

will take place at the November General Meeting. Sarah Laish moved and Anne 

Montgomery seconded a motion to donate the proceeds of the fundraiser to the 2018 

State Meeting. CHGC, as part of the Orange County Council, is obligated to front money 

(may be a few thousand dollars) for deposits to reserve hotel rooms and catering, and 

otherwise subsidize this meeting. For the fundraiser Daphne McLeod’s and Susan 

Hausmann are donating lovely printed note cards depicting their own paintings. Sarah 
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Laish and BJ Vogel created teacup and lavender and lavender sachet gifts using 

beautiful, donated materials, and Sarah Kingan hand-painted the sachets.  

State and District News: Heidi Sawyer-Clark reported that at the state level there are 

issues of participation and money that are affecting operations. State officers are only 

visiting each district every other year now. National dues went from $0.50 to $1.00 and 

state dues went from $8.00 to $12.00. The state president is acutely aware of the 

problems. The subject of raising CHGC dues came up, and the subject will be discussed 

in the near future.  

Community Service: Jane Lamm moved and Sarah Laish seconded an increase in the 

Community Service budget of $200 -- from $400 to $600 -- after Vicki Scott reported that 

Peggy Pratt will have 6 Habitat for Humanity houses to equip with garden tools in the 

Spring of 2017. The motion passed unanimously. It’s anticipated that there will be 6 

more houses that will need garden tools in the Fall of 2017. Anne Montgomery reported 

that Marcia Louden, the new District Director wants to mark the anniversary of WWI by 

having garden clubs plant bulbs and erect a sign. Anne Montgomery will call the 

Seymour Center to see if they will allow planting in the area there that honors veterans. 

Sandy Bentley said she has 100 pure white Thalia bulbs to offer, to go with the poppies. 

Anne Montgomery will take care of the planting. Heidi Sawyer-Clark said she would take 

10 bulbs and plant them at the Stratford. 

Floral Design: Betsy Nininger reported that she, Barbara Clare, Christine Ellestad, and 

Daphne McLeod came up the name “Articulture” for the Small Flower Show that will be 

held at the NCBG on May 23, 2016, during the club’s May meeting. The three design 

classes will be “Luncheon with an Artist” (a functional table for two), “Mini-Me” (a design 

no more than 8” in height in any design style),and “Three-part Harmony” (the parallel 

design -- in which three plant groupings are placed in a strong parallel manner).Ideas for 

names of horticulture classes are “Monet’s Garden” (flowering bulbs)“Painter’s Palette” 

(collections of plants), and “Sculpture elements” (arboreal). Debbie DiSabatino will be 

staging the show. Members will be encouraged to fill the hall with guests. Member Chris 

Williamson of Piedmont Feed will be asked to help with the invasives issue, which is 

feature of holding the show at the NCBG. A topiary challenge class is planned. Char will 

book the classroom and board room for that day. There was discussion about doing 

publicity for the show and trying to get a photographer from ChapelBoro during the 

event. There was discussion about trying to get deals on flowers for participants from 

flower sources.  

Awards: Jennifer Schmidt reported that there is a December 1, 2016, deadline for the 

remaining award applications. Contemplated applications include All Decked Out 

Garden Club Award, Marcy Hedge “Get Your Green On” Award, Cape Fear Garden Club 

60th Anniversary Award, Durham Council of Garden Clubs Website Award, and Jennifer 

Corser Blog and Social Media Award. Char Thomann will help Jennifer gather tour 

photos, press clippings, and press releases, a ticket book (Beth Haskell has the file), and 
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photos of the Holiday Tea. Louise Law has kept the Tour website up, and Barbara Clare 

is doing a slide show for it. Ruth Little, Daphne McLeod, and Louise Law have 

information about the club’s social media. Amanda Watlington has statistics and other 

information concerning electronic ticket sale. A suggestion was made to scan photos into 

a collage, since there are tight page constraints for applications.  

Hospitality: There was a discussion about what tables would be needed for the 

meeting: two for Fundraising, one for the Holiday Tea, Club History, Floral Design, 

Membership, Community Service, and Brie Arthur. There was discussion about giving 

members the raffle tile with their number on it to put into the raffle basket to avoid the 

delay occasioned by drawing numbers of members who are not in attendance. We’ll put 

the tiles in name tag sleeve and members can drop it in the basket when they pick up 

their name tag. Susan Hollister has offered back issues of Fine Gardening and Garden 

Gate for the share table, which board members thought was a good idea. Char 

Thomann will put some out at each meeting.  

Youth Garden Club: Heidi Sawyer-Clark reported that progress is being made with 

Raskis Elementary School. There have been contacts with the Principal and the District 

Chef for the Chapel Hill-Carrboro School Systems. There have been discussions about 

having a protocol for all the schools to start gardens. Barbara Clare brought forward 

Alice Waters’ successful, national Edible Schoolyard program as a resource for the 

CHGC Youth Garden Clubs. There is a wealth of information 

athttp://edibleschoolyard.orgAn Asheville, NC program for elementary and middle 

schools -- FEAST Asheville, Inc. -- is currently featured on the Edible Schoolyard 

website http://edibleschoolyard.org/program/feast-asheville-inc).  

Other Business: There was discussion about CHGC’s not rejoining the Chamber of 

Commerce, which contacted the club recently to report that 570 members had visited the 

CHGC website. Members discussed the high cost of membership in the Chamber as the 

reason for not rejoining.  

There being no further business, Char adjourned the meeting at 11:30 AM.  

Respectfully Submitted, Mary Arnold, Recording Secretary 
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