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Chapel Hill Garden Club Board Meeting, March 8, 2016 

Present: Char Thomann, Mary Arnold, Barbara Clare, Anna DeConti, Debbie Di 

Sabatino, Christine Ellestad, Ty Elliott, Sarah Laish, Jane Lamm, Louise Law, Anne 

Montgomery, Betsy Nininger, Darlene Pomroy, Vicki Scott, Amanda Wattlington, Donna 

Worcester  

Absent: Jinny Marino, Daphne McLeod, Heidi Sawyer-Clark, Sue Tiedeman  

President Char Thomann, called the meeting to order at 10 a.m.  

Minutes of the February meeting: Sarah Laish moved and Donna Worcester 

seconded approval of the minutes of the February BOD meeting. The motion passed 

unanimously.  

Treasurer’s Report: Anna DeConti presented the Treasurer’s report. As of February 29, 

2016, the club had a bank balance of $17,539.01.  

 Anna also passed out a statement about the finances of the Chapel Hill Spring 

Garden Tour. The Tour’s bank balance on February 29, 2016 was $15,143.88. 

 Anna reported that 70 members have paid their dues this year, and there are four 

more members who are lifetime members, so 74 members are paid up out of 130 

current members.  

 Anna clarified that it is Debbie West who is collecting money and checks for the 

Tour tickets. 

Membership: Debbie Di Sabatino reported that there is one new member, Amy Strunk. 

Amy is a landscape designer, with her own business.  

March Meeting: Char led a discussion about the March General Meeting, at which 

Steve Taras will demonstrate. There was discussion about how many tables were 

needed, including 2 longs and a 5’ table for membership and dues, 3 tables for mugs, a 

Tour ticket table in the hallway, ½ a table for volunteering for community projects, and 

one for Garden Guides sign-up. There will be an article in the newsletter inviting 

members to wear a decorated hat to the March meeting. Ty Elliott encouraged BOD 

members to wear a hat and purple, lime green, or white. Char Thomann and Anne 

Montgomery will prepare the coffee. Darlene Pomroy brought up the need for the club’s 

speakers to use a microphone, and Christine Ellestad suggested a couple of head 

microphones, which Ty suggested could be purchased with money earmarked for this 

purpose in the club’s Tour donation to NCBG.   

Hospitality, Special Events: Sarah Laish led a discussion about how many chairs and 

tables the club needs to rent for the picnic. The sentiment was to rent no more than 72 
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chairs, and use 12 more that Barbara Clare has, and also to give Sarah discretion over 

whatever is needed. There will be a plant exchange at the picnic.  

Branding & Logo: Barbara Clare, who has been a color designer for 20 years, gave an 

updated version of a presentation previously presented at a Tour Committee meeting. Ty 

mentioned that the committee that worked on this included Ty, Barbara, Gail Norwood, 

Christine, Ruth Little, and Amanda Wattlington, who has a business driving web traffic. 

Ty mentioned that the impetus for this project was more efficient use of members’ 

volunteer time and the club’s money, and consistency across the club’s communications 

that will aid in public recognition of the club’s positive identity. NCBG has a new logo, 

which they developed in order to appear to be more fun and more inviting to the public. 

At the end of the presentation and discussion, the board made these decisions, which 

will be memorialized in the club’s policies and procedures: Sarah moved and Donna 

Worcester seconded a motion to remove “Spring” from “Chapel Hill Spring Garden 

Tour.” The motion passed unanimously. Barbara moved and Donna seconded a motion 

to adopt Franklin Gothic as the club’s primary Yearbook font. The motion passed 

unanimously. Barbara moved and Donna seconded a motion to adopt purple and lime 

green as the club’s and Tour’s colors. The motion passed unanimously. Barbara and 

Beth Haskell will decide on the exact colors. Barbara moved and Sarah Laish seconded 

a motion to adopt Gill Sans as the font for “Chapel Hill Garden Club” and “Chapel Hill 

Garden Tour.” The motion passed unanimously. Barbara made a motion and Sarah 

seconded adoption of “Come, Learn, Be Inspired” as the club’s tag line. However, after 

discussion in which Betsy Nininger offered “Education, Service, Inspiration” as an 

alternative, the motion was tabled in order to give more thought to how to include the 

service aspects of the club, which members agreed was a large part of what the club 

does. Barbara and Jane Lamm agreed to continue to work on a logo, possibly involving 

a Purple aster.  

Chapel Hill Garden Tour: Ty reported that a total of 99 tickets have been sold online. 

Thanks to more extraordinary work by Beth Haskell the yard signs have been ordered, 

with posters and banners to follow. Ruth Little has 815 Twitter followers and 950 

followers on Instagram. Donna Worcester reported on the need for more garden guides 

for the Tour. Presently there are 8 head garden guides, 50 other garden guides 

(including 12 people who are not members). Three people are working double and triple 

shifts. There was discussion about how to increase volunteer participation among 

members, with discussion about dues and a Tour discount for garden guides, which 

Christine suggested had worked in the past. Vicki Scott reported that finding enough 

volunteers was a common problem these days, citing the fact that CHGC is the only 

organization that is maintaining the garden our volunteers planted at Ronald McDonald 

House. Members concurred that it was unfair for responsibility and work to fall 

disproportionately on a few members. Donna suggested that the club track members’ 

volunteer history, including through paper surveys and Survey Monkey. Christine 

counseled persistence. Sarah counseled positive, personal outreach. Christine will help 

Donna drum up support. Barbara Clare will speak at the March meeting, emphasizing 
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the fun of being a guide and how there is a place for friends and family to help out in the 

gardens (Debbie suggested bringing spouses), as well as useful work for those who 

can’t stand for two hours, or who are not plant experts. Mary Arnold made a motion to 

give garden guides who are club members a $5 discount on their own ticket, but it was 

determined that the Tour Committee should make that decision, not the BOD. Ty 

reported that Southern Season wants to start selling tickets now. Christine reported that 

University Mall is allowing a Tour kiosk and that Sarah will decorate it.  

Corresponding Secretary: Jane Lamm reported that cards were sent out to Gill 

Roberts (thank you for hosting New Member Coffee), Terry Leese (hip surgery), Daphne 

McLeod (thank you for photos), Teddy Lovejoy (knee replacement), and the family of 

Jane Walker upon her death.   

Community Service: Vicki Scott reported that Ronald McDonald House has requested 

plant donations, and requested that members bring them to the March meeting. 

Speaker cancellation/replacement: Damon Waitt had to cancel his participation due to 

the graduation ceremony for one of his children. Barbara Clare reported that instead Jan 

Little of the Sarah P. Duke Gardens will speak on the topic of “Color and Geometry in 

the Garden.”   

There being no further business, Char adjourned the meeting at 11:50 AM.  

Respectfully Submitted, Mary Arnold, Recording Secretary 


