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Chapel Hill Garden Club Board Meeting, March 7, 2017 

Present: Char Thomann, Mary Arnold, Sandy Bentley, Barbara Clare, Anna DeConti, 

Debbie DiSabatino, Christine Ellestad, Sarah Laish, Jane Lamm, Louise Law, Jinny 

Marino, Anne Montgomery, Betsy Nininger, Heidi Sawyer-Clark, Vicki Scott, Sue 

Tiedeman, Debbie West, 

Absent: Anna Berry, Ruth Little, Daphne McLeod, Gail Norwood, Jennifer Schmidt, 

Donna Worcester 

President Char Thomann, called the meeting to order at 10 a.m. Betsy Nininger moved 

and Sarah Laish seconded approval of the minutes of the February meeting. Then, after 

discussion, Anne Montgomery moved and Sarah Laish seconded a correction to the 

minutes: only horticulture that fits into the 36 classes may be included in the small flower 

show. The amended motion passed unanimously.  

Treasurer’s Report: Anna DeConti reported that on February 28, 2017, the club had a 

bank balance of $24,233.64. February 2017 revenue was $2,155.00 and February 

expenses were $1,990.37. Anna DeConti passed out a report on the club’s actual 

expenses year-to-date, which total $4,153.12. The 2017 budget is $16,930.00. She 

reported that the club has 83 2017 paid members so far.  Sarah Laish moved and Mary 

Arnold seconded approval of the recommended upgrade of the club’s accounting 

system. The motion, which authorizes the purchase of a dedicated computer, passed 

unanimously. Sarah Laish moved and Jinny Marino seconded a motion approving an 

expenditure of up to $400 of the club’s Website budget for the purchase of accounting 

software for the new computer. The motion passed unanimously.  

Corresponding Secretary: Jane Lamm reported that cards had been sent out to BJ 

Vogel, Peggy Pratt, Mary Jean Lowrie, Hilda Patterson, Stepheny Houghtlin, Margy 

King, Kay Irish, and that Daphne McLeod received a thank you card. Club members will 

be informed of the date of Richard King’s funeral.  

Membership: Debbie DiSabatino reported that she is working with Heidi Sawyer-Clark 

on NCBG information to put in the club’s New Member packet, which will include not 

only 2017 seeds of the year, but also membership and volunteer information. She 

advised the Board that there is always room in the packet for committee information, so 

to please let her know if committees want to add anything to the packet. 

Debbie DiSabatino reported that we had seven guests at our February General Meeting, 

two of whom joined. New Members: 1. Chris South, who also gave us a $5.00 donation. 

2. Zita Dauler-who came with neighbors Ellen Cuttler and Terry Leese. 

Debbie DiSabatino advised members to save the date of Saturday, April 22, 2017, 9:00-

1:00 p.m., when there will be a Plant Sale at Fearrington. The Students from the 

Horticulture Program at Central Chatham High school in Bear Creek will be on hand to 
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work the sale and also demo container plantings.  All proceeds go to the Horticulture 

Program at the high school. 

The Annual Picnic will take place at Anna Berry’s home on June 6, 2017 at 6 PM, but 

could be on the 7th or 8th if the weather does not cooperate on the 6th. Members may 

bring spouses to the event. There will be no auction. Instead, sculptor and potter Bob 

Simchock will display and sell his work, and the club will receive a percentage of the 

sales. Photographs of his work circulated during the meeting. Members should RSVP to 

Debbie DiSabatino.  

Program Committee: Barbara Clare reported that Maggie Smith, owner and founder of 

Pine State Flowers  will be the speaker at the March General Meeting. She will be doing 

a flower arranging demonstration. 95% of the flowers she uses in her business are from 

local growers.  

Horticulture: Jinny Marino reminded the Board that members should bring decorated 

mugs to the March General Meeting. She mentioned that there is a lot of horticulture 

now that should not be blooming yet, but is, due to the warm weather.  

Newsletter: Char Thomann reminded members that the newsletter needs contributions 

by March 13th or 14th. Anne Montgomery will write an article about what our club dues 

buy in terms of state dues and national benefits. There was a discussion about the need 

for the photographs of new members who are featured in the newsletter. Suggestions 

were to do one combined article for members who joined in February and March, and to 

make taking a photo of a new member part of the new members sign up. Louise Law 

reported that she does try to take that photo. Marcia Louden requested that members be 

informed of the National Garden Club photography contest.  

Nominating Committee: The club will vote on our new slate of officers at the March 

General Meeting.  

Char reported that the Gaston County Master Gardeners had requested some contacts 

for private gardens they could visit while they are in Chapel Hill. Suggestions from Board 

members included Fitch-Sweet, Anna Berry, Gail Norwood, Linda Curcio, and Deer 

Chase.  

Website: Louise Law reported that she is merging the club and tour websites. There will 

be archival storage on the website. Members should consider what should be stored on 

the website.  

Branding: Daphne McLeod, Ruth Little, Barbara Clare, and Jane Lamm will be working 

on the club’s new logo. 

Small Flower Show: There was a discussion of how the topiary for the small flower 

show is coming along. Betsy Nininger may bring her topiary in to show members.  
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Ruth Little will be asked to make a display poster of club activities for the small flower 

show.  

Betsy Nininger reported that two design clerks are needed. May 2, 2017 1-3 pm there 

will be an opportunity to go over everything for the small flower show. It will be judged in 

the conference room with the door shut. The public will be invited to view the show from 

1-3 pm. Two members will be needed to staff the show for each 1-hour shift. The 

classes are all filled out except the functional table. There was a discussion about 

adding annuals and herbs.  

There being no further business, Char Thomann adjourned the meeting at 11:30 AM. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Mary Arnold, Recording Secretary 

 


