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Chapel Hill Garden Club Board Meeting, January 5, 2016 

Present: Char Thomann, Mary Arnold, Barbara Clare, Anna DeConti, Debbie DiSabatino, Ty 

Elliott, Sarah Laish, Jane Lamm, Louise Law, Daphne McLeod, Anne Montgomery, Betsy 

Nininger, Darlene Pomroy, Heidi Sawyer-Clark, Vicki Scott, Sue Tiedeman, Donna Worcester. 

Absent: Jinny Marino 

President Char Thomann, called the meeting to order at 10 a.m.  

The Board approved the minutes of the December BOD meeting by acclamation.  

Treasurer’s Report: Anna DeConti presented the Treasurer’s report, which was accepted by 
acclamation. As of December 31, 2015, the club had a bank balance of $16,427.24.  

 Anna also passed out a statement about the finances of the Chapel Hill Spring Garden 

Tour. The Tour’s bank balance on December 31, 2015 was $10,208.47. 

 Anna passed out the Quarterly Report, dated 12-31-15, with line item Budget vs. Actual 

2015-2015 Revenue and Expenses for the club, and Changes in Cash Balances for the 
club and the tour.  

Hospitality, Special Events: Char thanked Sarah Laish and her crew for the Holiday Tea. 

Char led a discussion about rescheduling the March BOD meeting due to the Davidson 

Symposium. The Board unanimously agreed to reschedule the meeting to March 8, 2016. Char 
will secure a meeting room. 

Char led a discussion about moving the state meeting because it’s a tour year for the club. 

Members noted that in other years other clubs have tours. The Board decided not to ask that it be 

moved, that the Orange County council and clubs working together can handle it.  

Newsletter: Barbara Clare asked for submissions for the newsletter by January 13, 2016.  

Membership: Debbie reported on the New Member Coffee, which will take place at the home of 

Gill Roberts from 2-4 p.m. on February 3, 2016. 15 news members need to be invited. BOD 

members are invited and will bring food. BOD members should bring sign-up materials, e.g., 

Floral Design workshops, Garden Guide signups, signups for Jinny Marino’s “Conditioning plant 
material for flower shows,” etc., as well as posters.  

Ty Elliott will research the club’s insurance policy renewal, which has to be paid in February.  

Char led a discussion about a request for a donation the club received from Tony Mayer, an NC 

State student who is manager of the Carrboro High School Student Garden. Donna Worcester 

moved and Jane Lamm seconded a motion to allow the Executive Board to give a $100 donation 

if Tony would satisfactorily answer questions about the project’s size, budget, long-range plan, 
and student involvement.  

Char asked if anyone wished to serve a two-year term as Assistant Director of District 9, and then 

become director. No one volunteered, and Char said she would put the offer in the newsletter. 
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There was a discussion about applying for NC state tax-exempt status. Anna Di Conti will ask the 
accountant how and if this can be accomplished. 

1st VP Donna Worcester will prepare the annual report to state with the aid of members.  

There was a discussion about updating the Club’s history, with the anniversary at hand. Stepheny 

Houghtlin and Elizabeth McLachlan were mentioned as people to do this. There is a January 4, 

1931 handwritten copy of the Club’s founding documents. It was suggested that long-time 

members like Margy King, Bitty Holton, and Gail Norwood be interviewed. September begins a 

new fiscal year, so the updated history can be printed. It was suggested that there be a celebratory 

sheet cake at the Fall Coffee. Char will try to get articles placed in the Chapel Hill News and the 
News and Observer.  

Ty gave a report on the Tour. Amanda Watlington reported that 59 tickets were sold online, for a 

total of $1,275. Ty reported that there is $15,500 in gross ad revenue. There are 18 paid ads, 19 

pending ads, and 7 full-page ads. Ruth Little has 525 Twitter followers, and 700 Instagram 

followers. Jane Lamm reported that Susie Moffat blogs every Monday. Daphne Little and Jane 

mentioned the club’s Facebook page, and how its focus on club activities distinguishes it from 

Ruth’s social media work. Ty talked about the Prelude Garden Party at NCBG. The price is $50 a 

ticket. 100% of proceeds go to the NCBG. It will take place on the Thursday before the tour. Chip 

Calloway will be the speaker. The club and NCBG will share promotion. Louise will feature the 

Prelude Part on the home page, with a link to the Tour Site. Tour hosts will be guests at the party. 

Ty mentioned promoting the party through the newsletter, the News and Observer, and through 
work with Victoria Scarcy, NCBG’s PR rep.  

Jane Lamm presented a list of members who have received cards from the club, and showed the 

new notecard, which features a photograph Daphne McLeod took of the Pringle garden. Sarah 

Laish’s mother and Ellen Cuttler’s mother passed away, and Debbie West received a thank you 
for hosting the Holiday Tea. 

There being no further business, Char adjourned the meeting at 11:45 p.m.   

Respectfully Submitted, 

Mary Arnold, Recording Secretary 

 

 

 


