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Chapel Hill Garden Club Board Meeting, January 3, 2017 

Present: Char Thomann, Mary Arnold, Barbara Clare, Anna DeConti, Christine Ellestad, 

Sarah Laish, Jane Lamm, Daphne McLeod, Betsy Nininger, Jennifer Schmidt, Vicki 

Scott, Sue Tiedeman 

Absent: Sandy Bentley, Anna Berry, Debbie DiSabatino, Louise Law, Ruth Little, Jinny 

Marino, Anne Montgomery, Gail Norwood, Heidi Sawyer-Clark, Debbie West, Donna 

Worcester 

President Char Thomann, called the meeting to order at 10 a.m. Sarah Laish moved and 

Daphne McLeod seconded approval of the minutes of the December meeting. The 

motion passed unanimously.  

Treasurer’s Report: Anna DeConti reported that on December 31, 2017, the club had a 

bank balance of $24,067.84. December 2016 revenue was $830.00 and expenses were 

$227.00.  

Hospitality: Char Thomann thanked everyone who helped with and attended the 

Holiday Tea. Daphne McLeod has photos of the event in DropBox.  

The January General Meeting will feature two speakers, Ben Greene from The Farmery, 

speaking about “Mobile Farming,” and Jen and Bill Cure from Cure Nursery, speaking 

about “Wilding the Suburbs with Native Plants.” The suggestion was made to incorporate 

Cure Nursery in our 2018 Tour.  

There was discussion about logistics and advertising for the May General Meeting, for 

which a large crowd is anticipated because it will feature Thomas Ranier author of 

Planting in a Post-Wild World and will also include our Flower Show. Members 

discussed encouraging carpooling, since there are only 120 parking spaces at the 

NCBG. The Program Committee was charged with planning overflow parking, and 

asking the NCBG to limit school groups that day. Christine Ellestad made the suggestion 

to invite local garden clubs and issue free tickets through Eventbrite, since there are only 

200 seats in the auditorium. Another idea was to advertise the event in Southern 

Neighbor.   

Membership: Char Thomann reported that there were no new members in December, 

that Beth Hurd is rejoining, and that Debbie DiSabatino is producing a new members list. 

Char Thomann reminded board members that the new member coffee will be held on 

Thursday, February 9 from 2-4 pm at the home of Daphne McLeod. There are 20 new 

members. Barbara Clare is creating an invitation with a Valentine’s Day theme. Board 

members were asked to use red, white, or clear serving pieces to plate their 

contributions.  
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There was a discussion about the amount of dues members who join after the beginning 

of the membership year should pay. Suggestions included prorating by month, taking in 

members once a year, and dividing the year/dues in half, among other suggestions. 

Char Thomann formed a committee to consult Parliamentarian Anne Montgomery, 

discuss the problem, and bring ideas to the February board meeting. Committee 

members include Jennifer Schmidt, Anna DeConti, Betsy Nininger, and Debbie 

DiSabatino. 

Ways and Means: Sarah Laish reported that she anticipated more money coming in 

from the club’s very successful fundraiser, which took place at the November General 

Meeting. 

Corresponding Secretary: Jane Lamm reported on the design and cost of printing 

cards, and reported that she sent out 38 cards in 2016. 

Awards: Jennifer Schmidt reported on award applications she submitted on behalf of 

the club. She passed around hard copies of the applications she produced, which were 

much admired by board members.  

Horticulture: Betsy Nininger will set up committees for the Small Flower Show.  

There being no further business, Char Thomann adjourned the meeting at 11:15 AM. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Mary Arnold, Recording Secretary 

 


