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Chapel Hill Garden Club Board Meeting, February 2, 2016 

Present: Char Thomann, Mary Arnold, Anna DeConti, Christine Ellestad, Ty Elliott, Sarah 

Laish, Jane Lamm, Louise Law, Jinny Marino, Daphne McLeod, Anne Montgomery, Betsy 

Nininger, Darlene Pomroy, Heidi Sawyer-Clark, Vicki Scott, Sue Tiedeman  

Absent: Barbara Clare, Debbie Di Sabatino, Donna Worcester 

President Char Thomann, called the meeting to order at 10 a.m.  

Minutes of the January meeting: Sarah Laish moved and Vicki Scott seconded the 

minutes of the January BOD meeting. The motion passed unanimously.  

Treasurer’s Report: Anna DeConti presented the Treasurer’s report. As of January 31, 

2016, the club had a bank balance of $15,773.12.  

 Anna also passed out a statement about the finances of the Chapel Hill Spring 

Garden Tour. The Tour’s bank balance on January 31, 2016 was $14,034.76. 

 Anna reported that the club does not qualify for tax-exempt status under NC state 

law.  

Hospitality, Special Events: Sarah Laish reminded board members about the new 

member coffee at Gill Roberts house, 2-4 PM on February 3. Board members were asked 

to bring a plate of sweet or savory finger foods. There will be a “show and tell” portion of 

the coffee where new members tell us about themselves and their interests. Board 

members will talk about the club’s and tour’s volunteer opportunities (e.g., Vicki and Sue’s 

volunteer opportunities, Garden Guides for the Tour) and encourage new members to 

participate, sign up at the coffee. There are 12 new members in addition to Susan.  

Membership: Heidi Sawyer-Clark spoke about the new member survey on the 

membership application. There was discussion about how best to glean and use 

information from the survey: spreadsheet, scan and retain the forms, online survey were 

suggested. Another suggestion was to track the history of what members volunteer to do. 

Anna, Christine, and Louise will think about this.  Anna reminded the board that 

membership renewals must be collected at the February General Meeting. State dues are 

due at the end of March. 

NCBG: Heidi spoke about the NCBG’s expectation that CHGC members will volunteer 

there. She suggested a 15-minute presentation about such volunteer opportunities from 

NCBG, possibly the garden manager, at a General Meeting early in 2016. Jinny suggested 

a monthly communication to CHGC members about “what’s happening at NCBG” – 

activities that month, volunteer opportunities, what’s in bloom. The idea is to get people 

involved and then they will volunteer. Heidi will talk to NCBG and Heidi and Char will start 

doing this Fall 2016.   



 2 

Chapel Hill Garden Tour: Ty Eliiott gave a report on the Tour. She reported that a total 

of 60 tickets have been sold online. 20 people are coming as a group from Fuquay Varina. 

Ty reported that there is $14,300 in ad sales. Thanks to Beth Haskell’s extraordinary work 

the ticket brochure went to print on 2-2-16, and it is a work of art. It is 40 pp. long. There 

will be tickets available for members to pick up at the February General Meeting. Debbie 

West is in charge of retail ticket outlets. Jane Lamm offered the club’s kudos to Ty for her 

amazing work on this year’s tour. Heidi Sawyer-Clark suggested that the club consider ad 

ideas and vendors for the future.  

Corresponding Secretary: Jane Lamm reported that cards were sent out to member 

Barbara Clare (recovering from car accident), BJ Vogel (eye surgery), Chris Williamson 

(new baby), and Mary Jean Lowry (condolences – husband). Despite her injuries, Barbara 

Clare proof read the tour ticket before it went to the printer. 

Horticulture: Jinny Marino will give a 10-minute talk about plant conditioning for 

horticulture at the February General Meeting. She will give Char a handout about how to 

enter horticulture competitions, how to fill out the form, which Char will email to members. 

Field Trip: Ty suggested a field trip with spouses to the NCMA Art in Bloom exhibit on 

Friday night. Jinny reported that the event will take place on April 7, 8, and 9.   

Nominating Committee: Heidi and Gill will be contacting members about nominations for 

next year’s officers. She requested that members say “yes,” if asked to take a position, 

that we keep in mind new member talents, and that we keep nominating in mind all year 

long. 

Club History: Char reported that Jennifer Runquist cannot do this, so send history to 

Char. 

Website: Louise Law reported that she has archival minutes on the club’s website now. 

Special Club Donation: Char reported that the club received very satisfactory, 

professional answers to our questions from the graduate student who is doing the 

Carrboro school garden, and subsequently sent him a check for $100, after the executive 

board members voted by phone/email. Char’s understanding is that the club will be invited 

to the Grand Opening of the garden. 

Meeting Cancellation Policy: Char brought up the problem she faced in deciding 

whether to cancel the January General Meeting after the recent ice storm. NCBG 

discouraged holding the meeting because their parking lot was icy and unsafe. At present 

the club is supposed to hold its meeting if the Chapel Hill School District is open. Jane 

moved and Vicki seconded a motion to change the club’s policy (it’s in the Yearbook) 

about cancelling meetings in case of inclement weather. Their motion was that “In the 
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event of inclement weather or other emergency, the President may cancel any meeting, 

with notification to the membership. The motion passed unanimously.  

The South Atlantic Region meeting is March 13-15 in Raleigh. There are three 

speakers. Char and Heidi will attend.  

BOD meeting date changed: Char reminded members that the next BOD meeting will 

be March 8, 10 AM in the Board Room. The meeting date was changed due to a conflict 

with the date of the Davidson Symposium.   

There being no further business, Char adjourned the meeting at 11:15 AM.  

Respectfully Submitted, Mary Arnold, Recording Secretary 


