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Chapel Hill Garden Club Board Meeting, December 6, 2016 

Present: Char Thomann, Mary Arnold, Barbara Clare, Anna DeConti, Debbie 

DiSabatino, Christine Ellestad, Sarah Laish, Jane Lamm, Ruth Little, Jinny Marino, Betsy 

Nininger, Jennifer Schmidt, Vicki Scott, Debbie West. 

Absent:Sandy Bentley, Anna Berry, Louise Law, Anne Montgomery, Gail Norwood, 

Heidi Sawyer-Clark, Sue Tiedeman, Donna Worcester 

President Char Thomann, called the meeting to order at 10 a.m. Sarah Laish moved and 

Barbara Clare seconded approval of the minutes of the November meeting, with one 

excision: purchasing plants for the club’s Ronald McDonald House garden. The motion 

passed unanimously.  

Hospitality: Debbie DiSabatino thanked Anne Montgomery, Anna Berry, and Debbie 

West for their work at the membership desk at the November General Meeting. Debbie 

DiSabatino showed members a $15 scooper that the Fearrington Garden Club is selling 

to benefit the high school. The club also is selling holiday poinsettias for $15.  

Char will send out a Holiday Tea reminder, for which Barbara Clare will send a jpg.  

Ways and Means: Sarah Laish reported on the club’s sole fundraiser this year, which 

took place at the November General Meeting. Daphne McLeod’s and Susan Hausmann 

donated lovely printed note cards depicting their own paintings. Sarah Laish and BJ 

Vogel created teacup and lavender and lavender sachet gifts using beautiful, donated 

materials, and Sarah Kingan hand-painted the sachets. The club sold $560 in 

merchandise, with possible additional sales coming. Debbie West moved and Vicki Scott 

seconded a motion to add the $500 budgeted for the fundraiser to the total, so there is at 

least $1,060 now in the club’s fund for the upcoming state meeting.  

Awards: Jennifer Schmidt reported that she has already applied for awards for the 

newsletter, holiday tea, tour, yearbook, website, social media, and Ronald McDonald 

House garden. Jennifer Schmidt is working on one additional application -- for the 

publicity press book for the 2016 Tour. Char Thomann is providing assistance.  

Community Service: Vicki Scott reported on attractive decorative tiles for Ronald 

McDonald House, Stratford, and Freedom House gardens from Enduring Images in 

Colorado. The cost is $11.25 per tile. The tiles, which identify the gardens with CHGC, 

will be permanently installed in cement.  

Corresponding Secretary: Jane Lamm reported that cards were sent to Chris Williams, 

Barbara Clare, Vicki Scott, Carol Candler, Sue Tiedeman, Judi Lilley, Hilda Patterson, 

and Susie Moffat. 
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Davidson Symposium: Char Reminded members that registration opened December 

1. The club is providing $100 for one student to attend.  

Treasurer’s Report, Audit: Anna DeConti reported that on November 30, 2016, the 

club had a bank balance of $23,464.84. November 2016 revenue was $35.00 and 

expenses were $582.77. Anna DeConti reported that she is working with the CPA on a 

new system, using QuickBooks. The club and tour treasurers will be trained on the 

system. The club received a $100 bequest from Dot Basnight and $25 from a friend of 

hers in memory of Dot Basnight, for a total of $125.   

Floral Design: Betsy Nininger announced that there is a floral design workshop today. 

She will make an announcement about all the floral design workshops at the Holiday 

Tea. On January 10, the parallel workshop will take place. In January the club will form 

committees for the Small Flower Show. Char will send out an email with Betsy Nininger’s 

assistance.  

Newsletter: Barbara Clare is doing a whole issue on trees. The deadline will be two 

weeks before the General Meeting. 

There being no further business, Char Thomann adjourned the meeting at 11:00 AM. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Mary Arnold, Recording Secretary 

 


