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Chapel Hill Garden Club Board Meeting, April 5, 2016 

Present: Char Thomann, Mary Arnold, Barbara Clare, Anna DeConti, Christine Ellestad, 

Ty Elliott, Sarah Laish, Jane Lamm, Louise Law, Jinny Marino, Anne Montgomery, Betsy 

Nininger, Heidi Sawyer-Clark, Vicki Scott, Sue Tiedeman, Amanda Wattlington, Donna 

Worcester  

Absent: Debbie Di Sabatino, Daphne McLeod, Darlene Pomroy 

President Char Thomann, called the meeting to order at 10 a.m.  

Board members prepared a birthday surprise that was on the table for Louise Law when 

she arrived at the meeting. Louise was very pleased and thanked the Board. 

Minutes of the March meeting: Sarah Laish moved and Donna Worcester seconded 

approval of the minutes of the March BOD meeting, as amended with the correction from 

Anna DeConti that there are five lifetime members, not four. There was a request by 

Barbara Clare to include members’ first and last names in future minutes. The motion 

passed unanimously.  

Treasurer’s Report, Dues, Audit, and Budget items discussion: Anna DeConti 

presented the Treasurer’s report. As of March 31, 2016, the club had a bank balance of 

$17,362.36.  

 Anna also passed out a detailed Quarterly Report concerning the club’s finances. 

 Anna passed out a statement about the finances of the Chapel Hill Spring 

Garden Tour. The Tour’s bank balance on March 31, 2016 was $14,346.64. 

 Anna reported that 91 members have paid their dues this year, and there are five 

more members who are lifetime members, so a total of 96 members are paid up. 

The club paid state dues for these members. 

 Board members agreed to institute and publicize a cutoff date of 6/30/16 for 

members to pay their dues, if they wish to be included in the 2016-17 Yearbook.  

 Anna discussed the audit, which will be conducted by CPA, CFP, Mary Cardello 

for $300-500. Anna, Jinny, Heidi, and Darlene will formulate questions for the 

audit.  

 Board members agreed that Livewell Assisted Living and the Chamber of 

Commerce should not be included in the 2016-17 budget. 

Membership: Members discussed awarding honorary memberships on an annual basis 

to recognize people who have demonstrated outstanding friendship and cooperation with 

the club. Examples were Peter White and Margaret Pender. Members agreed that the 

club’s Policies and Procedures should be updated with honorary membership 

qualification criteria and procedures. The criteria and procedures need to be developed.  
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Corresponding Secretary: Jane Lamm reported that cards were sent out to Vickie 

Hoffman and Peggy Pratt, both of whom are ill. There was discussion and agreement 

that Jane, as Corresponding Secretary, will develop and coordinate on an ongoing basis 

a “No Call List” that will be accessible to Board members on the club’s website. 

Floral Design: Betsy Nininger presented a proposal for a 2017 flower show, with 

commentary and information from Jinny Marino. There was discussion about the flower 

show venue (NCBG, University Mall), day of the week (weekend vs. weekday), the issue 

of bringing invasives into NCBG, what items may be offered for sale, that the event 

would be free to the public, and security issues if the event were held at University Mall. 

After discussion, Jane Lamm moved and Sarah Laish seconded the Board of Directors’ 

recommendation that the club will present a judged flower show in 2017. The club will 

have to vote on the recommendation for the flower show to proceed. Members will need 

to actively participate, if the event is to take place. 

Chapel Hill Garden Tour: Ty Elliott reported that all is going as planned.  

Community Service: Sue Tiedeman and Vicki Scott reported on upcoming spring 

cleanup events.  

Youth Garden Clubs: Heidi Sawyer-Clark showed members books she has available 

for the club to use when starting a youth garden club. Heidi is willing to loan the books. 

The books contain projects suitable for youth garden clubs. Heidi told members that it 

only takes five youth members to have a club. Heidi envisions clubs for children with 

special needs, or who are being home-schooled. BOD members suggested targeting 

middle school clubs. Betsy mentioned that in other areas of the country there are youth 

garden clubs and flower shows, and that there are special flower show rules for children.  

Heidi envisions our club as an information center for those wishing to engage youth in 

garden clubs.  

Awards: Heidi Sawyer-Clark envisions a committee that is responsible for filling out 

award applications. Heidi envisions that the responsibility for making an award 

application should rest with the Chair whose Committee’s work, e.g., Community 

Service, Chapel Hill Garden Tour, is the subject of the award. (The club did not submit 

any award applications 2015-16.) 

State Meeting: Heidi Sawyer-Clark reported that 300 members were expected, but only 

150 have signed up.  

There being no further business, Char adjourned the meeting at 11:45 AM.  

Respectfully Submitted, Mary Arnold, Recording Secretary 


