
Chapel Hill Garden Club 

Board of Directors Meeting 

June 18, 2014 

 

President Betty Jean called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 

 

Present were Betty Jean, Char Thomann, Karen Lazarus, Mary Arnold, Donna Worcester, Anna 

Deconti, Darlene Pomroy, Ann Montgomery, Vicki Scott, Betsy Nininger, Jinny Marino, JoAnne 

Cusumano, Debbie DiSabatino, Peg Richardson, Daphne McLeod, Louise Law, Elaine Van 

Valenburgh 

Absent were Anna Berry, Barbara Claire, Judi Lillie. 

 

Betty Jean began the meeting by welcoming everyone and thanking all members for their 

willingness to serve.   She also outlined some of the key areas of change for the coming year 

which includes: 

 The Board will follow and encourage membership to abide by the Club 

Constitution and By-Laws in all matters. 

 Re-organization of records and maintenance of our NCBG storage area and what 

new supplies have been purchased. 

 Increasing the friendly atmosphere of the general meetings by having four (4) 

greeters at every meeting to make sure new and returning members feel welcome 

and included. 

 Having a hospitality table which will include fresh floral arrangement, beverages 

and treats at every meeting. 

 Ways & Means will be a viable part of this years program and will be headed by 

Peg Richardson 

 More information about national, state, and district programs available to 

membership in a timely manner. 

 

Betty then asked that each member introduce themselves, what position they hold and briefly 

speak about their plan for the upcoming year. 

 

Community Service – Vickie Scott discussed the continuing work done by volunteers at the 

four (4) focus projects within the community which include overseeing planting and maintenance 

of the planter box on Franklin St., maintenance of The Stratford and Freedom house gardens and 

assisting Habitat for Humanity.   

Greeters - Elaine Van Valkenburgh This is a new addition to our format and Elaine along with 

four (4) volunteers will greet members and guests as they arrive at the general meeting for the 

purpose of creating a more welcoming atmosphere to our meetings.  

Recording Secretary – Donna Worcester will be keeping minutes of both the board and 

general meetings for the coming year. 

Floral Design - Betsy Nininger Will continue classes as formatted last year with both a new and 

advanced classes; each group meeting several times during the year.  There was some discussion 

about starting a Design Guild the details of which Betsy will be presenting in September. 

Hospitality – Joanne Cusumano    She will be in overseeing the monthly hospitality table for 

which new coffee pots and serving pieces have been purchased.   

Photography – Daphne McLeod  Announced that club photos will primarily be available for 

viewing on our clubs Facebook Page.  A discussion ensued as to whether permission was need 

before an individual’s picture could be used.  It was decided that members should indicate to 

Daphne at the time of the snapshot if they didn’t want their picture published.  Daphne also 



brought up the topic of yearbook pictures.  There was discussion about the best means for 

collecting photos and it was decided that a photo area would be set up at the September meeting. 

1
St

 V. P.  & 2016 Tour Steering Co- Chair - Char Thomann Char indicated that as 1
st
 VP she 

will be assisting our president as needed.  She reported on the tour steering committee progress 

thus far.  A general ‘Call for Gardens’ message has been published and will be repeated as 

needed.  They have approached homeowners on Tenny Circle to see if any of the four (4) 

households that have previously expressed interest would be willing to have their home on tour. 

Three (3) other individuals have been nominated for consideration and the committee will be 

assessing those gardens in the near future.   Along with Carol Handler she is seeking an 

interested member to chair the 2016 tour.   She advised us that corporate sponsorship for the tour 

is also being considered. 

Parliamentarian – Darlene Pomroy  Darlene stated that she is serving in this position for a 

second year and will be keeping an eye out for discrepancies.  She indicated we should be aware 

and follow Robert’s Rule of Oder as we move forward.  As 2014 tour treasurer, she also 

addressed the issue of changing signatories on our club bank account to include our new 

president and treasurer.  She will set up a meeting at the bank to complete the changes and also 

purchase a C D for $2,000. for the 2016 tour. 

Corresponding Secretary – Mary Arnold Will be working on announcements about awards 

programs from state & district that our club may qualify for during the coming year.  She is 

looking for community outreach ideas for the group with a focus on awards we might work 

toward and indicated the best way to reach her is through e-mail.  She also indicated that she has 

an extensive background in grant writing with a focus on children’s programs and ecological 

projects.   Betty Jean indicated to the group that Mary, along with Donna Worcester would be 

researching grants for the club.  

Ways & Means – Peg Richardson She is looking for ideas for projects and would welcome any 

suggestions.  She has looked through the club’s records to determine which projects were 

effective in the past to see what might be promising for this year.  We will be continuing the 

program through Bret and Becky’s Bulbs. 

Website/Facebook – Louise Law Will be working to revamp the website over the summer.   

She suggested any changes should be approved by Betty Jean first.  She will have both the 

meeting minutes and club directory on line along with the ‘Interest and Activities’ form for 

easier access.  Members should check their listing for corrections prior to the yearbook printing.  

She and Daphne will coordinate efforts to ensure all photo’s and information are correctly 

presented.  

Council/District Rep – Anne Montgomery Anne reported that District 9 is comprised of eight 

(8) NC counties.  Representatives from each garden club meet four times a year.  She will be 

sharing updates about District events throughout the year. 

Horticulture – Jinny Marino  Jinny would like to see more interactive participation among 

members and will encourage folks to bring and share plants and discuss their experiences.  One 

suggestion was that members of the board take turns bringing in plants and participating in the 

discussions to encourage other members.  Jinny also talked about her wonderful experience at 

the flower judges’ symposium she lead in Durham this June. 

Treasurer – Anna Deconti  Intends on keeping our financial house in good order. 

Membership – Debbie DeSabatino Reported that we have 127 members; 18 members didn’t 

renew their membership and each person was contacted to find out the reason; 15 new members 

were added to the roster.  She showed us a sample of the new member folio and talked about 

what types of information will be included.  She also asked for opinions from the group on the 

color coding of the name tags. 

2
nd

 V. P. Program Chair – Karen Lazarus  Is hard at work securing speakers for our general 

meetings.  It is her intention to continue the Seedbed program in conjunction with the topics of 

our general meetings.  Open to all members, but limited to twenty (20) attendees these programs 



will be held within a week of the general meeting.  In addition Karen has graciously made 14 

gifts for our monthly raffle prize. 

 

Final comments from Betty Jean: 

 She informed the group that Barbara Clare will no longer be able to work on the 

Yearbook project and she will be actively seeking someone to fill this position. 

 Discussion about raising yearly dues was tabled until Sept. 

 Future board meetings will be held the 1
st
 Tuesday of the month starting at 10 a.m. with 

executive meetings to follow.  The September BOD meeting will be held on September 9 

starting at 10:00 am. 

 

There being no further business, Betty adjourned the meeting at 2:45 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted 

Donna Worcester, Recording Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


