
Chapel Hill Garden Club 

Board of Directors Minutes 

February 4, 2014 

The meeting was opened at 10:10 a. m. by President Christine Ellestad who asked that we have a 

moment of silence to center ourselves. 

The December minutes were approved. 

Starting in February the Board of Directors minutes will be posted on the web site in a password 

protected file.  The general meeting minutes will also be posted on the website in a password protected 

file starting in February and be posted on a bulletin board at the general meetings. 

Treasurer Maggie Gaudet gave a report showing a balance of $18,242.71 as of February, 4th. The report 

was approved.  The dues for the club are due by March 31st and are $35.00.  Dues can be paid by cash or 

check. 

Community Service Co-Chairman Vicki Scott reported that she has received all of the supplies she had 

requested for work on the garden at Freedom House.  March 3 is a work day at the house and 

volunteers are welcome. 

Spring Garden Tour Chairman Char Thomann showed an example of the postcards for the tour and 

asked if members would distribute some to businesses or friends.  They will also be distributed at the 

State Garden Club meeting in Winston Salem.  The owners of Heavner House in Chapel Hill have offered 

the use of the grounds during the garden tour and some suggestions were offered on how to use the 

grounds; such as parking and selling lemonade and cookies to tour guests.  A notice will be posted on 

the web site asking for more suggestions. 

General Meeting Chairman Heidi Sawyer-Clark purchased an easel for $15.00 to use at general 

meetings.  A motion to approve the purchase was passed. 

Community Relations Chairman Jan Dean showed a draft copy of the landscape architects’ design of the 

Children’s Wonder Garden.  Bid requests will go out in the early summer and they hope to break ground 

for the site in September.  The garden will be wheel chair accessible. The North Carolina Botanical 

Gardens is publishing an article on the garden on their website in the March timeframe.  Promotion 

efforts for the garden tour will be presented at the Rotary Club, Laurel Hills Garden Club, the Chapel Hill 

Chamber of Commerce and the Frank Gallery.  Jan will also post information on the tour on Facebook.  

Jan was given a round of applause for her efforts in community relations.  The $300 appropriated for a 

table at a Chamber of Commerce event will not be used for this purpose but will be used for other 

activities. 



President Christine Ellestat stated that a short tribute for our Life Members  will appear in the May issue 

of Clippings. 

Newsletter Chairman Barbara Clare asked for members to provide articles and pictures for the 

newsletter as she needs more information for each issue. 

Website Chairman Louise law will be posting the newsletters, the directory, the Board of Directors 

minutes and the general meeting minutes on password protected files on the web site.  She will also be 

responsible for the three Google mailboxes.   

Forget-Me-Nots (Garden Friends) Chairman Jane Lamm reported on the policies recommended by a 

special group appointed by the President to come up with statements on how to honor a deceased 

member or an immediate family member.   Policy One states that the Chairman of the Forget Me Nots 

will contact a member of the family and ask if they would like to have a $100 donation made in the 

deceased members’ name to the NCBG or have the club provide flowers for the service/reception.  A 

motion was made and seconded to approve this policy. If there are no survivors the default will be a 

donation to the NCBG.  A motion to raise the donation from $50 to $100 was approved.  The $100 will 

be a line item in the budget.  A condolence card will also be sent to the family.  The club president will 

announce the death and details of the service/reception using Email, the web site and an 

announcement in the next issue of Clippings. The club president will forward a notice to the district 

director and she will forward it to the first vice president of state and to the chairman 0f memorials.   

The club will send a card to the family when there is a death of a husband or immediate family member.  

The death will be announced on the web site, by Email and in the next issue of Clippings.  If members 

would like to do something else for a member, they are not precluded from doing anything as long as 

they do it on their own.  The new name of the For-Get-Me Nots is Garden Friends.  All messages from 

Garden Friends will have the name in the title line of the Email.  

The NCBG has an Honorary and Memorial Gifts form for contributions to the gardens.  This form will be 

placed in every new member’s packet and will be placed on the CHGC website with an explanation for 

its use. 

A new sample Chapel Hill Garden Club Membership Application has been developed and was distributed 

to the Board members.  We have received 12 new members from September to December.  Our 

President would like for all members to fill out a new form as their information may have changed since 

they joined. 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:00 noon. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Betty Jean 

 



 

 

 

 


